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ABSTRACT 
 

This article examines the poetic legacy of Ted Hughes, 
highlighting his profound influence on contemporary world 
literature through his unique use of animal imagery, mythical 
symbolism, and philosophical reflections on nature. The study 
analyzes how Hughes's depiction of animals is deeply 
connected to themes of existentialism, the subconscious, and 
the natural order, making his poetry both psychologically 
intense and ecologically aware. The article also highlights 
Hughes’s role as a forerunner of eco-poetry, showing how his 
works inspired literary figures as Simon Armitage and Seamus 
Heaney, whose poems echo Hughes’s blend of raw naturalism 
and philosophical inquiry. The text examines Hughes’s major 
poems – such as Pike, Hawk Roosting, and Crow – to 
demonstrate how he portrayed nature as powerful, often 
terrifying, and always deeply symbolic. Additionally, the 
article analyzes Hughes’s biographical background and how 
personal experiences, including his rural upbringing and 
relationship with Sylvia Plath, shaped his poetic vision. His 
works are also placed within the context of ecocriticism, 
particularly referencing scholars like Greg Garrard, who see 
Hughes as a pivotal voice in environmental literary studies. 
The article affirms that Ted Hughes’s poetry continues to 
impact modern literature and ecological thought, not only for 
its thematic depth but also for its stylistic innovation and 
expressive intensity. His legacy lies in his ability to merge 
myth, metaphor, and ecological awareness into a powerful and 
enduring poetic philosophy. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The animalistic images in Ted Hughes’s works serve multiple 
functions simultaneously – they express human psychological 
states, reflect the author’s philosophical views on the interaction 
between humans and nature, and are closely tied to the poet's 
biographical context. One of the main functions of animal 
imagery in Hughes’s poetry is the expression of deep, often 
unconscious (subconscious) psychological conditions of a 
person. Animals act as unique mirrors of the human soul, 
reflecting hidden fears, desires, and instincts. For example, in the 
poem ‘Pike’ the image of the fish embodies primal fear, 
aggression, and dark instincts hidden in the subconscious: 
 

Killers from the egg: the malevolent aged grin. 
They dance on the surface among the flies. 

 
The pike becomes a symbol of suppressed human fear and 
repressed emotions; through this vivid image, the poet brings 
these feelings to the surface. A similar psychological use of 
animals can be observed in the poetry of Hughes’s wife, Sylvia 
Plath, as well. In her poem ‘Lady Lazarus,’ the image of a cat 
with “nine lives” appears, symbolizing the painful cycle of death 
and rebirth, and the author’s agonizing attempts to overcome 
depression and inner turmoil. Hughes also skillfully expresses 
inner confidence, power, and self-sufficiency through the image 
of a hawk in ‘Hawk Roosting’: 
 

I kill where I please because it is all mine. 
 
Here, the hawk becomes a reflection of a psychological state of 
confidence and absolute control – something often unattainable 
in human life, yet subconsciously desired. Thus, the animal 
images in Hughes’s work act as projections of the human psyche, 
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revealing the hidden aspects of the inner world through vivid 
symbolic and metaphorical representations. Animalistic imagery 
also enables Ted Hughes to convey his philosophical views on 
the relationship between humans and nature. Emphasizing both 
the unity and the conflict between the civilized world and 
untamed nature, the poet draws attention to the discord between 
human ideals and the reality of the natural world. In his poem 
‘The Horses,’ Hughes portrays animals as symbols of the calm 
and natural balance lost by humans through the process of 
civilization: 
 

They breathed, making no move, 
With draped manes and tilted hind-hooves, 
Making no sound. 

 
The horses represent an ideal of harmony to which humans long 
to return. Here, the poet uses contrast – the static and tranquil 
nature of the animal stands in opposition to the noise and anxiety 
of human existence. In ‘The Jaguar,’ Hughes presents the animal 
as a symbol of inner freedom, power, and wildness, which cannot 
be suppressed even within an age: 
 

He spins from the bars, but there’s no cage to him. 
 
This reflects Ted Hughes’s philosophical position: in its true 
form, nature always triumphs over human limitations and the 
artificial boundaries of civilization. Such a view of nature 
resonates with the poetry of D. H. Lawrence, particularly in his 
poem ‘Snake,’ where the poet expresses a sense of conflicting 
emotions before the ancient force of nature, both alluring and 
frightening: 
 

He reached down from a fissure in the earth-wall… 
 
Thus, through animalistic imagery, Ted Hughes emphasizes 
philosophical ideas about the primordial unity between man and 
nature, and the dramatic rupture caused by the development of 
civilization. 
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RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
 
The formation and development of animalistic motifs in Ted 
Hughes's work are strongly influenced by his biographical 
context. His childhood in the Yorkshire countryside provided 
him with a deep connection to nature, which in turn fostered a 
keen interest in the animal world and its depiction in poetry. In 
his autobiographical essays, Hughes recalls how, as a child, he 
would spend hours observing the lives of wild animals and birds, 
studying their habits and behaviors. These observations laid the 
foundation for the vivid and naturalistic descriptions found in his 
poems, such as in ‘Hawk in the Rain’: 

 
I drown in the drumming ploughland, I drag up 
Heel after heel from the swallowing of the earth’s mouth. 

 
These lines echo the real-life experience of observing nature. The 
bird here embodies childhood impressions of majesty and 
unattainability. Tragic events in Hughes’s personal life also 
found reflection in his poetry. After Sylvia Plath took her own 
life in 1963, Hughes's poetry became darker and more profound. 
The crow figure in the ‘Crow’ poetry cycle partly represents an 
attempt to express the deep grief and inner chaos that emerged in 
the poet’s soul after this tragedy: 
 

Crow realized God loved him – 
Otherwise, he would have dropped dead. 

 
Here, the crow symbolizes pain and destruction, as well as the 
poet's efforts to find meaning and make peace with the chaos of 
the world and his own life. Therefore, the biographical 
background greatly influenced the animal motifs in Hughes’s 
works. Personal experiences and a strong connection with nature 
provided key inspiration for creating vivid and expressive animal 
images, through which the poet expressed his psychological 
states, philosophical beliefs, and inner struggles. 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TED HUGHES’S WORK IN WORLD 

LITERATURE AND ECO-POETRY 
 
Ted Hughes’s creative legacy has had a significant impact not 
only on contemporary English literature but also on the 
development of global poetry – particularly from the perspectives 
of eco-poetry and environmental criticism. His works revived the 
most important themes of ecology and emphasized the necessity 
for humans to understand their place in nature and take 
responsibility for its future. 
 
TED HUGHES’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF ECO-
POETRY AND ENVIRONMENTAL CRITICISM 
 
Eco-poetry is a literary movement that draws attention to 
environmental issues and the relationship between humans and 
the natural world. Ted Hughes was one of the earliest English 
poets to express environmental concerns in his poetry clearly. 
His poems underscore ecological awareness and the necessity of 
a responsible human attitude toward nature. 

The poem ‘Thrushes’ highlights the stark contrast between 
natural harmony and human absurdity, clearly addressing the 
problem of anthropocentrism and ecological irresponsibility: 

 
Terrifying are the attent sleek thrushes on the lawn, 
More coiled steel than living – a poised 
Dark, deadly eye, those delicate legs. 

 
Here, the birds become a symbol of natural, organic perfection, 
while human is portrayed as the force disrupting this harmony. In 
this way, Hughes prompts readers to reflect on the consequences 
of humanity’s intrusion into the balance of nature. The ‘Crow’ 
cycle also presents nature as both a creative and destructive 
force, deeply rooted in the discourse of environmentalism. The 
crow acts as a witness to ecological disasters caused by humans 
and emphasizes the fragility of the world under human influence: 
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Crow saw the herded mountains, steaming in the morning. 
And he saw the sea 
Dark-spined, with the whole earth in its coils. 

 
Hughes’s works have inspired many contemporary writers to 
reflect on ecological themes. For example, the renowned 
American poet Mary Oliver continued Hughes’s ideas in her 
works, depicting nature as a living, unified system suffering from 
human interference. In ‘Wild Geese,’ she writes: 
 

Tell me about despair, yours, and I will tell you mine. 
Meanwhile the world goes on. 

 
Like Ted Hughes, Oliver emphasizes that nature has a life of its 
own regardless of human drama, and she calls for awareness and 
responsibility toward the environment. Thus, Ted Hughes made a 
major contribution to the formation of eco-poetry and 
environmental criticism and became one of the most important 
authors to strengthen literary attention to environmental issues 
and the ethical interaction between humans and nature. 
 
THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TED HUGHES’S WORK IN WORLD 

LITERATURE AND ECO-POETRY 
 
Ted Hughes’s creative legacy has had a significant impact not 
only on contemporary English literature but also on the 
development of global poetry – particularly from the perspectives 
of eco-poetry and environmental criticism. His works revived the 
most important themes of ecology and emphasized the necessity 
for humans to understand their place in nature and take 
responsibility for its future. 
 
TED HUGHES’S LEGACY IN CONTEMPORARY WORLD 

LITERATURE 
 
Ted Hughes’s legacy is reflected significantly in contemporary 
world literature not only because of his ecological themes but 
also due to his distinctive literary style. The poet created a unique 
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poetics that has influenced many literary traditions and authors. 
Hughes’s impact on modern English literature is evident, for 
example, in the works of Simon Armitage, whose poetry is often 
filled with animalistic imagery and the existential intensity 
characteristic of Hughes. For instance, Armitage’s poem ‘The 
Shout’ conveys the urgency and drama typical of Hughes’s style: 
 

We went out 
into the school yard together, me and the boy 
whose name and face 
I don’t remember. 

 
In our view, the vivid imagery, naturalism, and philosophical 
depth developed in Armitage’s poetry owe much to Hughes’s 
influence. On the international level, Hughes’s legacy is also 
clearly reflected in the work of authors like the Irish poet Seamus 
Heaney. Like Hughes, Heaney turns to nature as a source of 
philosophical understanding of existence. For example, his poem 
‘Death of a Naturalist’ echoes Hughes’s attempts to depict the 
human encounter with nature’s terrifying power: 
 

The great slime kings 
Were gathered there for vengeance and I knew 
That if I dipped my hand the spawn would clutch it. 

 
Like Hughes, Heaney emphasizes the power and danger of 
nature, reminding humans of their true place in the world around 
them. Moreover, Hughes’s influence is visible in the rise of eco-
critical studies that emerged in the second half of the 20th 
century. Scholars such as Greg Garrard, in works like 
“Ecocriticism”, often quote and analyze Hughes’s poetry, 
highlighting his unique ability to merge aesthetics with 
ecological consciousness in literature.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
In conclusion, animalistic imagery in Ted Hughes’s poetry 
performs important artistic and semantic functions. These images 



ANIMAL IMAGERY, MYTHICAL SYMBOLISM 667

not only reveal the psychological depth of the human condition 
and philosophical ideas about unity and conflict with nature, but 
are also closely tied to the poet’s personal life, adding a unique 
depth and emotional power to his work. Thus, the significance of 
Ted Hughes’s work in international literature and eco-poetry is 
profound. His works have become an essential part of literary 
heritage, shaping ecological awareness and inspiring poets and 
critics to explore the complex relationship between humans and 
nature. Because of his deep philosophical approach and powerful 
poetic expressiveness, Hughes’s work remains highly relevant 
today and continues to influence the development of 
contemporary literature. 
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