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ABSTRACT 
 

This study investigates the linguistic and rhetorical markers in 
extremist texts, focusing on the strategies employed by authors 
to radicalize and mobilize their audience. Utilizing a mixed-
methods approach, we analyzed a diverse corpus of 100 
extremist texts through qualitative content analysis and 
quantitative linguistic techniques. The findings reveal distinct 
patterns, including the use of polarizing language, victimhood 
narratives, glorification of violence, and appeals to identity. 
These patterns were quantified using natural language 
processing (NLP) tools, which confirmed the high frequency of 
polarizing terms and negative sentiment towards out-groups. 
The study highlights the critical role of language in the spread 
of extremist ideologies and provides valuable insights for the 
development of targeted counter-narratives and early 
intervention strategies.  

 
Keywords: Extremist texts, radicalization, rhetorical strategies, 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The phenomenon of extremist texts has garnered significant 
attention in recent years, particularly as global connectivity and 
digital platforms have amplified the dissemination of radical 
ideologies. These texts, often marked by polarizing and 
inflammatory content, play a crucial role in the recruitment and 
radicalization processes of extremist groups. Understanding the 
linguistic and rhetorical strategies employed in these texts is 
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essential for developing effective counter-narratives and 
preventive measures. Extremist texts are characterized by their 
attempt to indoctrinate readers into a particular ideological 
stance, often through the manipulation of language and symbols. 
The marks or indicators of extremism within these texts can 
range from overt calls to violence to subtler forms of persuasion, 
such as the demonization of out-groups, glorification of 
martyrdom, and appeals to perceived injustices. The ability of 
these texts to resonate with and mobilize individuals stems from 
their strategic use of rhetoric that appeals to emotions, identity, 
and a sense of belonging. The study of extremist texts is 
interdisciplinary, intersecting fields such as linguistics, 
psychology, sociology, and political science. Researchers have 
identified various rhetorical strategies used by extremists, 
including the use of fear appeals, moral disengagement, and 
dehumanization of opponents. These strategies are designed to 
create a black-and-white worldview, where the in-group is 
portrayed as righteous and the out-group as evil. By examining 
the specific marks used in extremist texts, scholars aim to 
uncover the underlying mechanisms of radicalization and the 
ways in which these texts seek to influence their audience. 
 
LITERATURE REVIEW 
 
Previous studies have provided insights into the common themes 
and rhetorical devices found in extremist literature. For instance, 
Winter et al. (2016) highlight the use of narrative frameworks that 
legitimize violence and foster a sense of urgency and crisis. 
Similarly, Conway (2017) emphasizes the role of identity 
construction in extremist discourse, noting how texts often frame 
the in-group as victims of oppression, thereby justifying retaliatory 
violence. Despite these advances, there remains a need for a 
comprehensive analysis that systematically categorizes the 
linguistic and rhetorical markers of extremism across different 
types of extremist literature. Extremist texts utilize a variety of 
rhetorical strategies to influence and radicalize their audience. 
These strategies often include the use of polarizing language, 
victimhood narratives, and the glorification of violence. Rock 
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(2004) explores the thematic elements of trauma, sadomasochism, 
and death in the works of Laura Kasischke, Darcey Steinke, and 
Kathy Acker, highlighting how extremist texts often tap into deep-
seated emotional and psychological triggers to resonate with 
readers. This aligns with the broader understanding that extremist 
literature seeks to manipulate emotional responses to foster a sense 
of urgency and righteousness among followers. The use of 
religious and cultural symbols is another prominent feature in 
extremist rhetoric. Kepel (2003) examines Muslim extremism in 
Egypt, illustrating how extremist leaders like the Prophet and 
Pharaoh use religious narratives to justify their actions and 
galvanize support. This manipulation of religious texts and 
symbols not only legitimizes extremist actions but also creates a 
strong sense of identity and community among adherents. 

The detection and analysis of extremist texts have evolved 
significantly with the advent of natural language processing 
(NLP) and machine learning techniques. Mussiraliyeva et al. 
(2020) discuss the application of NLP to detect online 
radicalization and extremism, highlighting the potential of these 
technologies to identify extremist content based on linguistic 
patterns and markers. Their study underscores the importance of 
developing robust algorithms that can accurately classify and flag 
extremist material, thereby aiding in early intervention efforts. 

Litvinova, Litvinova, and Panicheva (2019) delve into 
authorship attribution using different types of n-gram features, 
demonstrating how computational methods can be employed to 
trace the origins of extremist texts. By analyzing linguistic features 
such as word frequency, syntax, and stylistic markers, researchers 
can not only identify the authors of anonymous extremist posts but 
also uncover broader trends and networks within extremist 
communities. Gaikwad et al. (2021) provide a comprehensive 
review of the techniques and tools used in online extremism 
detection. Their systematic review highlights the importance of 
diverse datasets, classification techniques, and validation methods 
in improving the accuracy and reliability of extremism detection 
systems. This review emphasizes that while significant progress 
has been made, ongoing refinement and adaptation of these 
techniques are necessary to keep pace with the evolving nature of 
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extremist rhetoric. Mussiraliyeva et al. (2020) and Gaikwad et al. 
(2021) both highlight the potential of NLP and machine learning in 
identifying radicalization pathways and intervening before 
individuals fully commit to extremist ideologies. These 
technologies enable law enforcement and counter-terrorism 
agencies to monitor and disrupt online extremist networks, thereby 
preventing the spread of radicalization. 
 
METHODS 
 
This study employs a mixed-methods approach to systematically 
identify and analyze the linguistic and rhetorical markers in 
extremist texts. The methodology is divided into three main 
phases: data collection, qualitative content analysis, and 
quantitative linguistic analysis. 
 
Data collection 
The data for this study comprises a diverse corpus of extremist 
texts sourced from various ideological spectrums, including 
religious extremism, political extremism, and nationalist 
extremism. The texts were selected based on their prominence and 
influence within extremist movements, as well as their availability 
through open-source platforms such as online forums, social 
media, and extremist publications. To ensure a representative 
sample, we included texts from different languages, geographies, 
and time periods. The final corpus consists of 100 texts, each 
ranging from short pamphlets to full-length manifestos. 
 
Qualitative content analysis 
The first phase of analysis involves a qualitative content analysis 
to identify recurring themes and rhetorical strategies within the 
texts. This process began with open coding, where texts were 
read multiple times to identify preliminary categories of interest. 
Codes were assigned to segments of text that exhibited features 
of extremist rhetoric, such as calls to violence, demonization of 
out-groups, and appeals to collective identity. These initial codes 
were then refined through axial coding, where relationships 
between codes were identified and grouped into broader themes. 
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Quantitative linguistic analysis 
Following the qualitative analysis, a quantitative linguistic 
analysis was conducted using corpus linguistic techniques. Texts 
were processed using natural language processing (NLP) tools to 
extract linguistic features such as word frequency, sentiment 
analysis, and syntactic patterns.  
 
RESULTS 
 
The analysis of the 100 extremist texts revealed distinct and 
recurring linguistic and rhetorical patterns. These patterns were 
categorized into major themes and specific markers. The results 
section is organized into two parts: qualitative findings and 
quantitative findings. A comprehensive table summarizes the key 
linguistic markers identified across the texts. 
 
Qualitative findings 
The qualitative content analysis identified several prominent 
themes consistently present in the extremist texts. These themes 
provide insight into the strategic use of language by authors to 
radicalize and mobilize their  
 
Quantitative findings 
The quantitative linguistic analysis further illuminated the patterns 
identified in the qualitative phase. Using natural language 
processing (NLP) tools, several key markers were quantified and 
analyzed across the corpus. The analysis revealed a high frequency 
of polarizing terms, with words like "enemy," "traitor," and 
"infidel" appearing significantly more often than in neutral texts. 
The average frequency of such terms was 12.3 instances per text, 
compared to 2.1 instances in a control corpus of non-extremist 
political texts. Sentiment analysis indicated a predominantly 
negative tone towards out-groups and a positive or neutral tone 
towards the in-group. The average sentiment score towards out-
groups was -0.65 (on a scale from -1 to 1), indicating strong 
negative sentiment.The texts commonly employed narrative 
structures that emphasized conflict and resolution, with a clear 
antagonist (the out-group) and protagonist (the in-group). These 
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narratives often concluded with a call to action, reinforcing the 
urgency and necessity of the proposed actions. 

To assess the significance of these findings, several statistical 
tests were conducted.The chi-square test comparing the 
frequency of polarizing terms in extremist texts versus the 
control corpus yielded a p-value of <0.001, indicating a 
statistically significant difference. Cross-validation techniques 
confirmed the reliability of the sentiment analysis, with an 
average F1 score of 0.87 for correctly classifying negative 
sentiment towards out-groups. 

The following table summarizes the key linguistic markers 
identified in the analysis, along with their average frequencies 
and statistical significance. 
 
Table 1. Table of Key Linguistic Markers 

Linguistic Marker Description 
Average 

Frequency (per 
text) 

Statistical 
Significance (p-

value) 

Polarizing Terms 
Words that create in-
group/out-group 
distinctions 

12.3 <0.001 

Negative Sentiment 
Sentiment score 
towards out-groups 

-0.65 <0.001 

Historical 
Grievances 

References to past 
wrongs against in-
group 

3.7 0.005 

Calls to Violence 
Explicit or implicit 
endorsements of 
violence 

4.5 0.002 

Glorification of 
Martyrdom 

Heroic depictions of 
violent acts or figures 

2.8 0.001 

Cultural/Religious 
Symbols 

Use of symbols to 
reinforce identity 

5.2 <0.001 

Shared Beliefs and 
Values 

Emphasis on common 
values and beliefs 

6.1 <0.001 

 
DISCUSSION  
 
The results highlight the strategic use of language in extremist 
texts to foster a sense of urgency, legitimize violence, and create 
a strong group identity. The high frequency of polarizing terms 
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and the prevalent negative sentiment towards out-groups 
illustrate the intentional use of language to dehumanize 
opponents and justify extreme actions.The narrative structures 
and thematic elements identified in the qualitative analysis align 
with the quantitative findings, demonstrating a consistent pattern 
across different types of extremist literature. The statistical 
significance of these markers underscores their importance in the 
rhetoric of extremism. These findings have important 
implications for the development of counter-narratives and de-
radicalization strategies. By understanding the specific linguistic 
and rhetorical devices used in extremist texts, policymakers and 
practitioners can craft more effective interventions that address 
the underlying grievances and dismantle the persuasive power of 
extremist rhetoric. The integration of qualitative and quantitative 
analyses provides a comprehensive understanding of the 
authorial marks in extremist texts. This study contributes to the 
broader efforts in counter-terrorism by identifying the common 
linguistic markers that facilitate radicalization and offering 
insights into the development of targeted countermeasures. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
This study set out to identify and analyze the linguistic and 
rhetorical markers in extremist texts, focusing on the strategies 
employed by authors to radicalize and mobilize their audience. By 
examining a diverse corpus of extremist literature through both 
qualitative and quantitative lenses, we uncovered distinct patterns 
and themes that are consistently used to propagate extremist 
ideologies. Extremist texts frequently employ dichotomous 
language that starkly contrasts the in-group with the out-group. 
This language fosters a black-and-white worldview that simplifies 
complex social issues and justifies extreme measures against 
perceived enemies. A prevalent theme across the texts is the 
portrayal of the in-group as victims of historical and contemporary 
injustices. These narratives serve to build a sense of collective 
grievance and moral justification for retaliatory actions. 

The texts often glorify violent actions and their perpetrators, 
framing them as heroic and necessary for the defense or 
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advancement of the in-group's cause. This glorification 
encourages followers to view violence as a legitimate and even 
noble response. Authors of extremist texts use cultural and 
religious symbols, as well as shared beliefs and values, to 
reinforce group identity and solidarity. These appeals create a 
strong sense of belonging and purpose among readers, further 
binding them to the extremist ideology. The quantitative analysis 
confirmed the high frequency of polarizing terms, negative 
sentiment towards out-groups, and the structured narrative 
patterns designed to evoke emotional responses and call readers 
to action. The statistical significance of these markers 
underscores their central role in the rhetoric of extremism. 

The findings of this study have important implications for 
counter-radicalization efforts. By understanding the specific 
linguistic and rhetorical devices used in extremist texts, 
policymakers, educators, and counter-terrorism practitioners can 
develop more targeted and effective interventions. Crafting 
counter-narratives that directly address and dismantle the 
polarizing language and victimhood narratives used by extremists. 
These counter-narratives should provide alternative perspectives 
that promote understanding and reconciliation. Educating the 
public, particularly vulnerable populations, about the rhetorical 
strategies used in extremist texts. Increasing awareness can help 
individuals critically evaluate extremist propaganda and reduce its 
persuasive power. Providing support to individuals who are at risk 
of radicalization or are in the process of de-radicalization. This 
support should include psychological counseling and community 
programs that reinforce positive identity and belonging. 

In conclusion, this study highlights the critical role of 
language in the spread and perpetuation of extremist ideologies. 
By systematically identifying and analyzing the linguistic and 
rhetorical markers in extremist texts, we have gained a deeper 
understanding of the persuasive strategies used to radicalize 
individuals. This knowledge is essential for developing effective 
counter-measures that can disrupt the radicalization process and 
promote a more inclusive and peaceful society. As extremist 
groups continue to evolve and adapt their tactics, ongoing 
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research and proactive strategies will be crucial in mitigating the 
threat of extremism and safeguarding democratic values. 
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