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ABSTRACT

This article is devoted to the reflection of waiddts effect on
the populations of America in the works of Normaailt
who was the greatest representative of 2@ntury American
literature. Research results demonstrate that nobd¥lailer’s
works describe post-war American life, people’sugtie
Jagainst totalitarian forces. Mailer focuses on the
contradictions in American society, reflected i thersonal
and social struggle for the Motherland. In conchrsihe casts
doubt on the official goals of the war, showing ttanflict
between the stated motives and their real impacAmerican
society.
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INTRODUCTION

Second World War was significant in the social andtural
history of the United States of America. The numbkpeople
killed in this war was several times more than ltteses in the
First World War. The war on the two fronts, namiig Pacific
campaign and the attack on Pearl Harbor (in 19%1Aimericans
entered the war after Japanese attack on this naasé),
excluding the American “Civil War” of 1861-1865dffected the
nation more deeply than any other war. At the siime, unlike
Europe, participation in the war was beneficial Aamnerica in
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many ways, which primarily helped to overcome thesdb
Depression and restore its economy, and large coepa
strengthened and expanded the middle class. Thétsred the
war were the abandonment of the policy of isolgtioine
economic, political and military strengthening ahérica, which
allowed them to increase their role as the leagioger of the
Western world. The war also marked a generatiohift
American literature. A number of famous writerscie the first
half of the 28' century, including Thomas Woolf (1900-1939),
Francis Scott Fitzgerald (1896-1940), Sherwood Asule
(1876-1941), Theodore Dreiser (1871-1945) and sthkr the
decades after the war, famous writers such asanillFaulkner
(1897-1962), Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961), JohrinBéek
(1902-1968), John Dos Passos (1896-1970) contitmeanteate
their great works. Faulkner in 1949, Hemingway 854 and J.
Steinbeck in 1969were awarded the Nobel Prize,emdilch of
their new works became a great sensation in litezatt should
be noted that at the end of war, a new literaryegaion
appeared in American literature, including Jeromeavid
Salinger, Norman Mailer, William Styron, Kurt Vorgg and a
number of other young writers.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

One of the outstanding figures of 20th century Anaer
literature, writer, journalist and director Normakingsley
Mailer, known for his sharp critical thoughts anuique writing
style, was born on January 31, 1923 in Long BraNehy Jersey.
was born. Mailer has always attracted public atb@emot only as
a writer, but also as a person. He received himirdducation at
an all-boys boarding school in Brooklyn, and latentinued his
studies at Harvard University in aviation enginegri Despite
this, the writer's passion for literature has alsvgyevailed, he
participates in various literary contests and etlocal courses
already in his student years. In particular, heliphbd his first
story called ‘The Great Thing in the World’ at thge of 18, and
in 1941, he won the “Story” magazine’s universitympetition
with this story. In 1944, he tried to postpone goto the war,
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claiming that he was working on his "most importawbrk"

related to the war, but his request was rejected lam was
mobilized for the war. He will be sent to the Rtyiines with the
“112th Cavalry” after training at the military cangalled "Fort
Bragg" located in North Carolina. As soon as herretd from
the war, in 1948, his first workkhe Naked and Deadvas

published. When talking about Mailer's work, itvi®rth noting
that he has been working since 1948. Between 1839979, he
published more than 30 books of novels, essaysmaba
novellas, journalistic reports, and poetry in vasaartistic and
journalistic forms.Barbary Shore(1951), Deer Park (1955),

American Dream(1965), Why Are We in Vietnatn (1967),
Ancient Eveningg1983) are among them. His last novdie

Castle in the Forestvas published in 2007. WriterEhe Armies
of the Night(1968),Siege of Miami and Chicagd968),Fire in

the Moon(1969), St. George and the Godfathér972), Battle

(1975), Picasso's Portrait of a Young Mgi995) andwhy are
We at Warn(2003) documentary-journalistic works are stiléd

by readers. The writer deserved the Pulitzer Hordghe works
The Armies of the NiglaindThe Executioner's Song

He attracted other types of art, especially cinegyaiphy,
and as a result, he tried himself in the fieldioema. For several
years, after Mailer became fully convinced that werds of the
writer, in general, how literature is a powerfubltathat with the
help of literature it is possible to manage thdialifties and
various contradictions of the modern world, andneVehange"
the surrounding reality, his contemporaries he kot make a
revolution in his mind and this is clearly visihie his works.
(Shlyamovich 1985)

Mailer's The Armies of the Nightells the story of the
Americans marching on the Pentagon in October 198is
demonstration was organized as a protest agaies¥/iktnam
War. The column consisted mainly of thousands osc@ntious
objectors. At the beginning of the demonstratidmere were
radical leaders, politicians, writers and other daspeople. The
poet Robert Lowell, the linguist Noam Chomsky, flaenous
journalist Dwight MacDonald, the radical Sidney kanand
Norman Mailer were in the first rows. Mailer critied the
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United States' role in the Vietham War, expressngplliective
struggle for peace and drawing attention to thdesoh protest
against official war policies. Details that orgdni attorney Ed
De Grazia targeted the march route from the Linddamorial

to the Pentagon argue that the demonstration watitzerate and
strategically planned protest against the Vietnarar.\WIhese
efforts show the consistency of the actions of ¢hagho

denounced the injustice of war. Mailer describes a& "evil"

and explains that the consequences of any kindaofane that it
burns a large number of women and children, bonsbptdces
and confuses the people and brave young men fightamger
and hatred in the given work:

All wars were bad which undertook daily operatioviich burned

and bombed large numbers of women and childrenyats were

bad which relocated whole populations... Certainliywars were

bad which took some of the bravest young men cfteon and sent
them into combat with outrageous superiority andrageous

argument: such conditions of combat had to excéeaet passion
for hunting other humans. Certainly, any war wdmsd war which

required an inability to reason as the price ofiirehg one’s

patriotism. (Mailer 1968: 209)

The work consists of two parts: The first partadled ‘History as

a Novel: The Steps of the Pentagon, in this parithter himself

is embodied as the main character, however, th& isararrated

in the third person language, that is, the wridkdtrasses himself
as “Mailer” and not “I.”

Still Lowellnow made the mistake of reporting hesmark. “Yes,
Norman, | really think you are the best journalisAmerica.” The
pen may be mightier than the sword, yet at theit bach belong to
extravagant men. “Well, Cal” said Mailer, using Lellis
nickname for the first time, “There are days whehihk of myself
as being the best writer in America. (Mailer 1988)

Therefore, we can call this work a fully autobiqgnecal work.
Mailer takes his subjective view of the anti-waotgsts through
the marchers and shows how the emotional struggdéenst the



WORKS OF NORMAN MAILER 89

war, which connected to their pursuit of socialtiesThis
approach allows readers to understand the intenmdivation
and, why this protest became so important in Anagrilife. In
her article, I. L. Galinskaya admits that in thestfipart of this
work, the writer approached her personal views, éhents he
witnessed on the basis of facts, and in the separtdnewspaper
reports, oral statements of witnesses, a word lierotvords, it
relies on historical data written in the form of“eollectivist
novel” (Galinskaya 2009).

For reference, it should be mentioned that the ebov
mentioned novel is one of the major examples ofe literary
trend known as “new journalism” that emerged in Aicen
literature in the late 1960s and 1970s. “New jolisn&d is an
extension of traditional journalism and “nonfictiomriting style.
This method serves to tell the stories based erelients, learned
according to the journalistic research, combinedhwihe
techniques of artistic depiction. Writers such asmTWolfe,
Truman Capote, and Gay Talese set this trend inomofhe
important aspect of this genre is that writersemilfacts through
research, interviews, and observations on the tapit publish
the finished works in newspapers and magazines.ir The
difference from traditional journalistic storieseacharacterized
by combining several real people into one fictiocizracter, i.e.
creating a set of characters, using condensed glies)
rearranging the details of events.

Harold Bloom, one of the prominent literary critics the
world literature, showing great interest in Maigekvork, in his
book called Bloom's Modern Critical Viewsa collection of
critical articles on Mailer's life and work It exams various
aspects of the writer's literary heritage, as veallthe artistic
interpretation of his works, includingihe Executioner's Song
The Ancient Eveningdhe Naked and Deactc. Some articles
analyze the subject of Mailer’'s works and theilisti features,
and others compare his works with the works of ofaeous
authors. For example, one article examifié®e Executioner's
Song as the pinnacle of romantic expression, while lagot
comparesThe Deer Parko D. H. Lawrence’d.ady Chatterley's
Lover.
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Here, Michael Glenday's article entitled ‘The hoedih of
the future: The naked and dead, included in thoflection,
highlights two aspects of the war depicted in thé@ewrs work
The Naked and the DeadHe argues that the military space
becomes a power struggle, where soldiers simulteshedry to
save their lives and maintain hierarchy in the tami
department. This shows that their actions are oéted by the
desire to find their place in the new structure evehthe war
becomes not only a struggle for the Motherland, &isb a
symbol of internal leadership and determinatiorsadial status
(Bloom 2003).

By the way, adding to the above opinion, Mailer 34p
writes:

Our history has moved on two rivers, one visiblee tother
underground; there has been the history of politidsich is
concrete, practical, and unbelievably dull ... ahére is the
subterranean river of untapped, ferocious, lonetg aomantic
desires, that concentration of ecstasy and violemcieh is the
dream life of the nation.

In fact, Mailer points out that through this idéais possible to
notice the two-way movement of society for many tagas.
From the outside, it seems that politics has dMsand practical
high history, but at its core lies a violently flmg secret river of
the nation's unfulfiled dreams, desires, and eomsti This
subterranean river represents complex aspects eofhthman
experience that may not always be visible to thes byt have a
powerful influence. Therefore, through his works, feveals the
conflicts between the external aspects of societithe internal
hidden forces that control human behavior and shiapeourse
of history.

Another work of Mailer'sBarbary Shoredid not cause as
much noise as his other works, but it plays an mao role in
the development stage of the writer. In it, Mail@gises two main
problems that constantly torment him, that is, #tate of
American society at that time and the problemsndfviduals in
it. The writer explains about this work in the book
Advertisements for Myself
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In a sense, | may have tried to evade the quesbipn
writing Barbary Shore, but there was no real chdicey past
had become empty as a theme, was | to write abodkB/n
streets, or my mother and father, or another wareh¢rhe
Naked and the Dead Go to Japan) was | to do thk bbthe
returning veteran when | had lived like a mole imgt and
rewriting seven hundred pages in those fifteen hsshtNo,
those were not real choices. | was drawn insteadrite about
an imaginary future... But Barbary Shore was reallyook to
emerge from the bombarded cellars of my unconsciaas
agonized eye of a novel which tried to find someakgam of
my new experience and the larger horror of thatldvaich
might be preparing to destroy itself. (Mailer 1994:94)

Through these quoted words of the author, we catenstand
that Mailer is looking for answers to the questidhat have
troubled him in this work, he creates a new turmimwork by
combining his past experiences and current sucgebkgenotes
that he wroteBarbary Shoreby combining his new experiences
with the world's biggest problems, but unfortunatehis work
did not meet his expectations and did not becomeoasilar as
his other works. Despite this, we can get a braadkrstanding
of the work from the writer's words. First of aif, should be
noted that Michael Lovett, the main character aadator of the
work, has many aspects that reflect the charaétstader. Like
Mailer, Lovett is drawn from the past and committied the
present, but in his case the situation is more dti@mso it is
symbolic. Because Lovett literally has no pastisha victim of
amnesia (loss of memory), a product of war withemeotional
connection to the terrible post-war world, we carmerstand
from the very first lines of the playPtobably, | was in the war.
There is the mark of a wound behind my ear, an raplof
unfertile flesh where no hair grows. It is coveraer now, and
may be disguised by even the clumsiest barbemditarber can
hide the scar on my back. For that a tailor is niomrder.”

Mikey Lovett, the main character of the novel, $viey his
desire to be a writer, with $500 saved up in pesnjest like
Mailer, when he writes his first novélaked and Deache lives
as a “mole” who is looking for an opportunity tediin a secret,
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free from everyone, for this reason, one of hisuadottances
takes him to an old building in Brooklyn Heightshéere, Lovett
gets caught up in a terrible relationship with fother members
of the house.

In his article entitled ‘Marxisms on Trial: BarbaGhore’,
Nigel Lee states that the theme of war in Mailedsks becomes
mythological, that is, war becomes a symbol of twaflict
between government and individual freedom. In thghalogy
of war, the writer focuses on the struggle for homahts,
opposing the state power to it. As a result, thisggle becomes
a symbol of the desire for eternal freedom. (BI&003: 83-108)
Therefore, Lovett, the main character of this wedgresents the
present time, where opposite personalities andadess collide
with the absence of his past.

In most of Norman Mailer’'s works, the internal dasts of
the characters reflect the struggle for the mo#metl These
conflicts are clearly manifested in the contradics between the
individual and the society.

After all, each character tries to find his placesociety,
which makes it possible to create deep psycholbgitages that
reveal dilemmas between personal and social diroessi

RESULTS ANDDISCUSSION

Exactly 19 years after the publication of the wiitdirst novel
The Naked and Deacnother work written about the werhy
are we in Vietnam?1967) saw the world. Apart from the time
difference between these works, as well as theghilhy of the
work and the writing technique, there are enoughilarities
between these two works. Firstly, the theme of iwat the core
of both works, that is, the theme of war is in baekground in
other fiction and non-fiction works of the writdsut war is the
main idea in these two works. Secondly, there aetypes of
struggle between the cited works: totalitarianisrd the struggle
for nature, but it should not be forgotten that Ilgas work,
whether it is artistic or journalistic, is based tre conflict
between totalitarian forces and the individual. alitarianism
comes from the Latin word *“totalis” which means who



WORKS OF NORMAN MAILER 93

complete, total control of the state over all spiesf social life
is established, conistitutional rights and freedares abolished,
the monopoly of one person or social group (miitar one

party) is unconditionally obeys established. (Okibton

Milliyensiklopediyasi 2000: 512)

Taking this into account, Mailer in these works wshahe
ethics of management, the obligation of a persorude his
intelligence and power wisely, and to resist thete of others
over them. In addition to these points, it is wartting thatwhy
are we in Vietnam In his novel, Mailer focused on the
contradictions in American social life, which areamfested in
the personal and social struggle for the Motherl&felquestions
the true purpose of the war by showing the conttamt between
the stated reasons and their impact on Americaietyoc

The variety and innovation displayed in Mailer'demsive
literary writings led Michael Jones to call the weria “genre
creator” (Adams.1974: 173) because the writer ndy ased
different writing styles, but also created his owmique stylistic
combinations by combining elements of various genre

In spite of his extensive literary process, Maiemte in
1959 inAdvertisement of Myselivhich consists of excerpts from
the collection, short stories, previously publisheticles, and
reflections of the writer, his unrealized "majowvety reflects on.
He faced great obstacles, contradictions, andstitietreating this
type of work, as a result, the collection of sigraht works he
created served to enrich our understanding of Agaarilife,
culture, and history at various stages of the 2@thtury. Since
the writer's unique writing style was evident freine beginning
of his career, his works did not remain in a vacuum

For example, his first novelThe Naked and Deadvas
compared to Hemingway's works by readers as sodh\vaas
published. Although many of these comparisons aresalt of
stylistic similarities (Meyler himself says that Hemingway was
an influence in his work), much of it is due to tiweo authors'
similar lifestyles and concerns and was associatét his
bravery and bravery during the war.

Nevertheless, the writer says that not only Hemiagwout
also a number of other writers and poets, as veeihillectuals,
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John Dos Passos, Leo Tolstoy, James played a Ibégimo
Mailer's work. Such artists as T. Farrell, Willidraulkner, D. H.
Lawrence, Henry Miller, John Steinbeck, Thomas Wcodre
among them. Another influential writer and Margsholar was
Jean Malaquais, whom Mailer met after he publisti€de
Naked and Dead”, which Malaquais translated it iRtench.
Mailer describes J. Malaquaisas "the only persoro velan
combine his strong religious views with a strongisse of
political shortcomings" (Lenon 1988: 85).

But despite the above-mentioned influences, Malidra lot
of work on ways to form and develop his unique wgtstyle. As
a result, his worlAdvertisements of Myselfas evaluated as a
work that shows a unique style and a bright petspgedn fact,
Mailer himself admits that this is the first wotkat can be called
his own (Norman Mailer & John Buffalo Mailer 20064).

At the same time, Mailer claims that through thisrkvhe
realized the rhythm of his prose and began to naway from
the heavy influence of his ancestofglvertisement of Myseié
partially different from autobiographical works, daeise in
addition to the writer's life or autobiography, tialks about
society, state power, the consequences of the sdongrisis,
and the impact of World War Il on America.

In this book, the treatise known &ke White Negraccupies
a special place, because in it the existentiastijfe, violence,
sexual relations, as well as the importance oftiinghagainst
totalitarian forces, which are often found in othewsrks of the
writer, finds a solution. Mailer noticed that aftdre Second
World War, people's attitude towards living, espdgi the
younger generation, changed. The young men seenwzttain
about life.

Perhaps the horrors of World War Il, the conceitnat
camps, gas chambers, or the general efforts toogetste atomic
bombs, evoked this feeling. At a time when warsemeging,
personal dignity seemed to be disappearing duesecurity and
lack of freedom (Arun Soule 2014: 103-104).

In this sense, Mailer makes the following commeatieut
the Second World War:
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The Second World War presented a mirror to the muaaandition
which blinded anyone who looked into it. For if $eaf millions
were killed in concentration camps out of the imakde agonies
and contractions of super states founded uponltieeya insoluble
contradictions of injustice, one was then obligksh @0 see that no
matter how crippled and prevented an image of mas the
society he had created, it was nonetheless histi@neand if
society was so murderous, then who could ignorertbst hideous
of questions about his own nature?

Mailer reflects on the negative consequences afgoeontrolled
by society, a man full of new ideas, accordingito,hinstead of
his dreams, hopes, creativity, adaptation to tkeselitions, fear.
such emotions take place. In an interview with RichStern,
Mailer, agreeing with these thoughts, talks abtat fact that
things are becoming smaller and smaller, less itapgrand the
spirit of creativity is fadingNailer 1954: 324).

According to Mailer's understanding, feelings suels
heroism, courage, and tenacity are the only wayveycome the
inhuman system in society. If humanity does notllehge this
system, it will simply remain a tiny speck in thast machinery
of the social structure.

Acute danger and fear have fueled the young America
generation's desire to live only in the moment.Ibtadalled such
American existentialists “hipsters.” Adib dedicatdse fourth
chapter of his collection Advertisements of Myselfto
representatives of this generation. At this poinbelieve that
attention should be paid to the essence of theatitetrend of
existentialism.

Existentialism is, first of all, a doctrine thatals a person
to live and, moreover, emphasizes that any realitg any
activity is determined by a certain environment amgman
subjectivity. The word existence means “presencelatin, in
this sense, existence refers to the direct uniathefsubject and
the object. The essence of existence is the opsfi¢ise subject
to others, the openness of others to the subjsoivedl as their
transition to each other. Existentialism is expeess two forms:
in the religious form, it is assumed that the otblject is God
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and the free person moves towards this god, whitheé atheistic
form, the other object is interpreted as nothingrd@yev 2019:
151-153)

From this it can be concluded that the human besatjzed
his freedom and created himself suddenly. Laternvitieface a
series of bottomless consequences, and now hehaile to
choose his own path. By choosing this path, hesftrid freedom
in the process of implementation. As soon as heksrehis
identity, he gradually discovers the world of otheHumanity
faces many conflicts and contradictions during lifis, which
affects its character, nature and outlook, and a®salt, it
becomes more complicated. No theory can fully essrall
aspects of these complexities. Therefore, no liyeriend,
direction or method can fully reflect the human MorCertain
aspects of human character are embodied in theswodated
through the most complex methods of literature, hsus
romanticism and realism. In the works of J. Saftfe Proust, J.
Joyce, A. Camus, and F. Kafka, great exponents hef t
existentialism literary direction, there are certaaspects of
humanity — anxiety, panic, fear, sadness, anguish, despair ar
described. There are no positive or negative chkensadn such
works, mainly the depiction of the image of a pargopain and
suffering occupies the main place in them. Theoastiand
thoughts of depressed people are described inl,datad the
baseness of humanity is shown openly. People &tdhat fear,
danger, suffering, and the negative consequenessciiuse are
real phenomena.

According to Mailer, the source of “Hip” are “Ne@®' who
in real existential life always live in a vortex &ar, anxiety,
fear, despair, contradictions. The writer explahes main reason
for the appearance of representatives of this @#oer in
American society as follows:

...the presence of Hip as a working philosophy inghie-worlds of

American life is probably due to jazz, and it isfklike entrance

into culture, its subtle but so penetrating infloeron avant-garde
generation-that post-war generation of the advensurwho had
absorbed the lessons of disillusionment and disgfustenties, the
depression, and the waMéiler 1954: 284)
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CONCLUSION

Norman Kingsley Mailer has published about 20 wors
nonfiction and more than a dozen political, culkuliterary and
journalistic novels throughout his life. Mailer'edks touched the
most sensitive nerve of the modern spiritual liféhe West. This
is a condemnation of the Vietham war, an assesswoitie
invasion of Iraq, the disclosure of the secret dfelds ancestry,
undermining the foundations of racist doctrinest thame are
trying to revive today. That is why the death ofilda who died
on November 10, 2007, caused such a wide publicrpend
extensive comments in the press. During the wsitkietime,
many monographic studies and collections of adidevoted to
the work of Norman Mailer appeared in the worldamining his
works in various socio-political contexts and calihim an
expert in various forms of political-artistic andalimentary-
journalistic prose.
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