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ABSTRACT

This article is about the English hydronyms, its origins,
characteristics and types. The geographical names of the
British Ides are quite well studied. These islands represent an
area with clearly defined natural boundaries. The names that
developed in England and the UK as a whole have become
widespread in other countries where English is spoken.

Keywords: Hydronyms, toponyms, geographical names,
linguistics, types structure.

INTRODUCTION

A study of the hydronymy of England indicates tthég group of
names developed in a very unique way and has mgnif
features compared to other toponyms. If, considetaponymy,

we can say that its most characteristic categotiydsategory of
direct cultural and historical conditionality of ajiven

morphological type, then in hydronymy this is natieely true.

Hydronyms are more isolated, the connection “perstaime” in

this area is much less pronounced. Hence the vhavi
characteristics of hydronyms, which are reflected their

semantic, morphological and phonetic structure.

There is an opinion, supported by a number of EBhgli
linguists, that the hydronyms of England are thetamcient and
stable layer of geographical names of the coumnigvwer, 1929].
This hypothesis is based on the fact that a langmber of
hydronyms are of Celtic and pre-Celtic origin. Thiskumstance
also determines many specific features of this g@names.
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Hydronymy is also interesting in the sense thathia area
there is observed such a rare process in langusatge artificial
creation of names. Moreover, this is not a modeend, but a
process rooted in tradition. The creation of hygros by
chroniclers and historians is a widespread phenomesnd
covers a long period (up to the 16th century). Anhar of
hydronyms are arbitrary sound combinations formgaualogy
with proper names, that is, phonetically corresjimmpdo proper
names. This is how, for example, the name of therriThe
Marlin arose from the former Gut's Mouth. Many nanveere
later fixed. This group includes the names Lenplnglre and
others. Of great interest in hydronymy, as welhamponymy, is
the still insufficiently developed question of te&atigraphy of
names. There are a number of indicators that allmvto
determine the period of occurrence of hydronymsoAmother
criteria, an important role is played by the stmwetof the name,
the frequency of use of the same name, and infoomabout the
process of its creation.

A significant difference between hydronymy and topoy
lies in the use of a defining element. In toponyting presence
of a definition or its nature is not so clearly adated with the
location of the object. In hydronymy, the differenin word-
formation models is largely determined by the défee in
landscape. In areas where rivers are numerousxample, in
the western regions of England), the need for wiffgating
features was felt by the population, which wasea#d in the
structure and semantics of names. In these argdsprymic
models of the “definition + definable” type arodhere there
are few rivers, differentiating characteristicsnieedl out to be
unnecessary: in comparison with the western regithrese are
few rivers in the east of England. Therefore, far hame of the
river on which the village was located, either tham “river” or
the name of the village itself was used. A largember of names
of cities, villages, and regions come from hydrosyithis is the
most ancient layer of names, which has been predanost of
all in the west of the country. In many cases, lipdronym that
gave the basis to a toponym has been preservediromyitten
monuments.
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The most common way to create toponyms from hydranis
by combining with-ton element (Alwinton, Ribbleton, etc.).
They are very common in the west and southwedtetountry,
but are almost completely absent in Cambridgesi8igfolk,
Norfolk, Huntingdonshire, Lincolnshire, Surrey,.iia the east
and southeast of the country.

Combinations with-ham are much less common and are
preserved mainly in the northern regions. There also
combinations with wic, burg, ceaster. cot, stocrthydeld, head,
mouth, dale, bridge, ford. The nature of the eldmesed shows
that the process of formation of toponyms from bygms covers
mainly the western regions of England. Place name&reat
Britain are rich and varied, largely due to charigdanguage and
culture. They may contain elements that take tiogts from the
languages of various peoples - Celts, Romans, Afgkons,
Scandinavians, French. All these peoples contiibute the
toponymy of the country. Despite the fact thatdfiial language
of Great Britain is English, place names are omlgtiglly English.
Among them, several toponymic backgrounds can be
distinguished and, above all, of course, Celtidhim 11th century
BC. The invasion and settlement of Britain by @ditibes began,
which continued until the beginning of the 1st cepnt BC. The
Celts mixed with the local tribes of the Picts é&ubts, and this
mixed population, mostly of Celtic origin, is trdnally called
the Britons. In 400-350 BC e. Celtic languages especially
widespread in the British Isles: many place nantes @& not
entirely, then partially of Celtic origin. Thereeamany Celtic
elements among the names of natural objects, fampbe rivers:
Eden (old Celtic name Edehelm), Cocker, IrthingteAfthe
colonization of the islands by the Anglo-Saxong, @eltic tribes
were pushed back by settlers to the north and astefore, the
number of Celtic names in these areas - Scotlaelhnd, Wales,
Cornwall, where the languages of the Celtic grolrjsh, Scottish,
Welsh - have still been preserved, has increasedplgh In
Northern Scotland, elements of hydronyms are ofliGasigin,
for example in the names of lakes the term locbfien found,
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meaning lake in the Celtic languages: Loch Nesshlloomond,
Loch Neigh. The name of a lake in England may itkelthe term
Lake (Wimbleball Lake), and an artificial reservdieservoir
(Roadford Reservoir, Colliford Reservoir). SometiCetlements
are present in the following names: Aberystwyth,edslyfi,

Aberdeen, Aberuthven, where aber is the mouth afiex, the

confluence of rivers, also the prefix inver is tbenfluence of
rivers, the mouth. In addition, a large number eftiC names are
preserved in the western regions of England prep&heshire,
Devonshire, Worcestershire, etc. Most English aveear Celtic
names: Avon, Don, Exe, Ax, Esk, Usk, Thames, Detwgevern,
Dee. The names: Aire, Humber, Ouse, Tees, Wey, Wyae

belong to the most ancient layer of English pleaaes.

In the toponymy and hydronymy of Great Britain and
Ireland, the Celtic elementien is widespread, the etymology of
which is interpreted as “river”; it can act as dfigu affix and
prefix:

1. the suffix —don is present in the names of the following
cities: Sheffield-upon-London (a region of LondoBgndon
(on the southern coast of Ireland), Badon (in 500attle
took place here between the English and the Rormdniz
Celts led by Ambrosius Aurelianus), Wimbledon (near
London, famous for tennis competitions); rivers:Iin@don
(in Northern Ireland), Croydon (near London), Led@n
England), Loddon (London area), Little Don (Englgnd

2. the prefix—donis present in the names of: a) cities: Dongegal
(in the Bay of Donegal in Ireland), Doncaster (be Don
River in England), Donson-Bridge (in England); ivers and
bays: River Don (Humber basin in England), RivemOim
Scotland), Donegal Bay (in the north-west of Irean

3. the stem-donis in the names of: a) cities: Londonderry (in
Northern Ireland near Loch-File Bay), Londonald (in
Scotland); b) counties: Londonderry, Huntingdorsh{in
England)

London is the capital of England, also a descendftiie Celtic
Llyn-dun (translated as a fortress by the riveonwerted by the
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Romans into Londinium. The noun avon — river — haen
preserved as a proper name. From the Celtic wagkeujwater)
the names of the rivers Exe, Usk, Esk come. Frans&me word
the noun whiskey is later formed - vodka, whisk&he Celtic
word loch was inherited by many lakes in Scotlarmbse names
include Loch. Celtic borrowings entered the Old Ganic
language, obeyed the laws of grammar, phonetics veord
formation of the OId English language and became
indistinguishable from the original vocabulary.

In 449 AD e. the Angles, Saxons and Jutes begdingehe
British Isles. The Anglo-Saxons called the couningland
(country of the Angles), and their language wasedaEnglisc,
which modern scholars call Old English or Anglo-&axSince
modern English directly developed from Old Englislace names
that are of Old English origin are considered oiadji Old English
elements used in the names of water bodies arendoburn -
stream (Ashbourne, Blackburn, Bournemouth, Easti&)umvell -
spring source, well (Elmswell, Bakewell). Latin @lsfluenced
English place names, although only slightly. The @400 years
of Roman occupation of the British Isles did n@ive a significant
imprint on the people of the country. Most of thieviving names
from this period are peculiar Latin-Celtic complexeHere it
should be noted the popularity of the componengsth/-caster
(from Latin castra - camp, Old English caster - pam the names
of those settlements that were located on theokifiermer Roman
fortifications and cities. It is used in combinatiavith ancient
attributive components, most often of Celtic orjgimth Celtic
names of rivers (Mr. Doncaster <hydronym Don; MoldBester
<hydronym Colne; Mr. Lancaster <hydronym Lune)isltalso
worth mentioning Lat. portus - harbor in some naofethe south
of England: Portsmouth, Portsea, Portsdown, Pastehdn some
cases (especially when denoting the position aftement on a
river), the English upper and lower are renderedti®y Latin
superior and inferior (upper, lower) - Rickinghaluperior,
Rickinghall Inferior.

The Scandinavian conquerors (IX-XI centuries) left
noticeable mark on the toponymy of the British dslelowever,
their influence is not felt throughout the countiowt in a certain
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north-eastern region, known as Danelaw (literallgniBh law),
which covers the counties of Yorkshire, LincolnshiiNorfolk,
Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire, Lancashire, Cutabdr The
founding of Scandinavian settlements in this ared fo the
formation of the Scandinavian toponymic layer. Amothe
massively repeated toponymic elements in Danelahg
component holm should be highlighted, which wasduse
designate areas of land near water, small islaBdglih holm -
floodplain, river island). Holm occurs as a simg@ponym
(Holme) and as the final element of complex nank=igholme,
Bromhohn, Oxcnholme, Tupholme).

One of the most common elements in the hydronynthef
Old Norse language was fith - a narrow sea bay, Bayrafith,
Firth, Forth. The English name of the city Swansemes from
the Old Norse meaning Swain's island, and in Wéksmame
means the mouth of the Tawe River and sounds Ibertawe. It
should be noted that Welsh place names are moatedeko
nature than to people and the elements designaging
describing rivers are numerous here. The Normang@est,
despite its enormous socio-cultural influence, mid lead to the
emergence of an extensive French toponymic laydtnigland.
The influence of the French language on the topgngfmthe
country is very insignificant: the conquerors cdogtd a small
elite of the ruling class of England, the namesha country
were created by the people. Thornton le Moors, Houg le
Spring - on the marshes, by the stream, where rneck article
is perceived in a function close to a preposititmt is, to
communicate with the location indicator of objects.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

At the same time, it is customary to refer to thitutional type:
legal, medical, When studying the morphological aedantic
characteristics of the names of English settlemeihts also
possible to identify the repetition of some elerseassociated
with water bodies:
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» aber (Celtic element) — the mouth of a river or¢bafluence
of two rivers (Aberystwyth Abergavermy);

e avon (Celtic element) — river (Avon, Netheravon,
Avonmouth);

* a (Anglo-Saxon element) — stream, stream, islareété&} a,
ay, ey (Scandinavian element) — island (StrongShgppey);

* bank — bank of a river, lake, sandbank (Firbankelanks);

* beck — stream (Sandbeck, Pinchbeck);

* bourne, borne, burn (element from Old English) reasn
(Broxbourne, Bournemouth, Blackburn, Wolburne);

* brook — small stream (Sedgebrook);

* by (element from OIld English) - bend of the rivByf{ord);

e crook — turn, bend of the river (Crook);

* ea, eau, y (element from OIld English) — river (Sfzep
Eaton, River Eye);

« fen (an element from Old English) — swamp, swamp
(Matfen, Swinfen, The Fens);

» fleet (dialectism) — stream, small tributary of #&er
(Aldingfleet, Fleet Street);

» ford (Anglo-Saxon element) - ford (Cryford, Oxford,
Fordham, Tetford);

* loch (Gaelic) — lake (Loch Fine, Loch Lomond); ieland
usually Lough;

* marsh — swamp, swamp, swampy soil (Lamarsh, Denge
Marsh);

* meer — swamp, lake, pond;

» pool —a small pond (Blackpool, Butpool);

» wash (Old English element) — stream or swamp (\Waadf

Considering hydronyms in connection with the prgceb their
creation, it is necessary to highlight names foictwithe term
“back-formations” is proposed in the English topony
literature, that is, derivatives of toponymic naméases where
the name of a river is derived from the name oé@lesment are
qguite common. However, the reverse name is tygaah later
period. In England, this phenomenon, falling outtled main
mass flow of name formation (more precisely, thpagite of it),
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is most common in areas with a mixed population,engh
linguistic differences did not allow the populatiém correctly
understand and perceive the meaning of a previogsisting
foreign name and, therefore, were replaced. “ReVers
formations are common mainly in the southeast afl&wd, in
Essex, Sussex, and Kent. Large numbers are alesteditin
Cumberland, an area with populations of Anglo-Sax@altic
and Scandinavian origin.

This process means a transfer of meaning, thahesname
of a settlement or any natural object is used withathange as
the name of a river or stream. Thus, the hydronyath&m is
associated with the name of the settlement, whcturn, comes
from the name of the ancient inhabitants of theaar€he
etymological meaning of the name of the river im®evalley,
Glen - lowland, Fontmell Brook -bare hill, Eamont - the
confluence of rivers, etc. Many reverse namesvarsi are based
on the names of cities located on their banks thighaddition of
geographical terms - stream, source (rivers BaBiwok, Tipalt
Burn, etc.). The country has a number of names umnspdrallel,
both as toponyms and hydronyms: Blackburn, Bradibmur
Holborn, Shirburn, Woburn and many others. Those fleoper
names that are found in hydronyms also mostly refaeverse
formations (for example, Chelmer from Chelmersferd ford
belonging to Selmer).

Reverse names are also interesting because thieisf the
ways to form variants of the name of the same obj€he
guestion of variants, their nature and origin spacial and very
interesting problem of hydronymics.

Cases related to reverse names, when a river caivee
several names (old and new), are not so numerobegtand, but
they do exist. At the same time, when consideriregdptions for
river names, one should distinguish between symitrand
diachronic options. The latter arise as a resulaathange of
names, and the river usually receives a new nateeaafarge city
located on its banks (for example, the Hail Rivaswmamed Kum
after the city of Kimbolton). Among the synchromnariants, the
most common are local variants: for example, tlee@hg River
has several names along its course - Partney lfforvillage),
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Sausthorpe (for the city), etc. In some cases,ethergence of
variants is associated with ancient customs anefrstifions. Thus,
Osk (the river in which salmon live) - a varianttbé hydronym
Cearn - apparently arose among fishermen who ceresidthis

name to bring good luck. There are certain reasmassume that
in the hydronymy of any country there is a layeantient names
that were replaced precisely because they wereeipett as
sacred. The “everyday”, daily use of names seemetkbsecrate
this name, and it was replaced. This process iallyscalled the

“taboo phenomenon” in toponymic literature. Hydrotsy are

associated not only with the names of settlemdnisalso with

other water bodies: Thames, Thame, Tame, Team, .T&his

connection between water names helps in deciphérengieaning
of many hydronyms.

Hydronyms contribute to the expansion of onomastic
vocabulary itself, i.e. spheres of proper namesnyMaames of
populated places and streets, first and last naofiegeople,
names of animals, etc. are formed from hydronyms.

The range of toponyms themselves, formed on thes ludis
the names of rivers and lakes, is especially wifimaller
settlements - urban-type settlements, villagedagéls, railway
stations, etc. - are often named after nearby siward lakes.
“Etymology is a capricious science, sometimes akgatwo,
three, or more solutions. ...and that's not the poiMany
hydronyms in the world do not have reliable andminiguous
explanations. Perhaps they will remain dark” [Ageel985: 5].
Establishing the reliable etymology of a geographitame is
carried out by toponymists, whose work requirecspand very
thorough historical and linguistic research. lbis/ious that such
an ideal analysis is almost unattainable in prectend only
those names become the property of science thatsdme
reason, fall into the sphere of scientific intesesft specialists.

English hydronymy is so ancient that identifyinge th
connection between a name and the term that wdmdis is a
task of exceptional complexity (for example, thenea of the
rivers Ure, Axe, Neen, Exe, etc.). Cases of the afsmodern
appellatives - hydronymic terms as part of namegae.
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Of all the toponymic groups - the names of populgiaces,
mountains, streets, etc. - the names of riversharenost difficult
to determine the etymology. They are less susdepiiberosion
by time and are often very old, and therefore ihd¢ easy to
restore their original form and content. These uezt of
hydronymy make it very interesting for historiatinguists and
geographers, since they allow us to look into tistadt past,
about which written sources are silent.

Discovering the meaning of a proper name involves
searching for a common noun from which the propame is
derived - if the meaning of the name is not obatuned if there
is knowledge of the language from which the nammeea Thus,
revealing the meaning of the name of the Englishaf Oxford,
we can establish that it comes from two words: bhlland ford
- city. Thus, the name of the ancient universityriaof England,
one of the largest in the country, means Bull F@dspite the
fact that the name is not poetic, it breathes histmne can easily
imagine where the city of Oxford once began [Aged@s5: 6].

CONCLUSION

Speaking about the origin of the names of river&mgland, E.
Equal noted that most of the more or less sigmtficavers in the
country bear pre-English names, while smaller steedave
Scandinavian or English nhames (“...most rivers ammdams of
some importance have pre -English names, whilelensiteams
mostly have English or Scandinavian names” [EckwB828].
The creation of most English hydronyms goes badkuries,
and it is very difficult to establish a connectiogtween the name
and the term that formed its basis. Most hydronyss nouns
associated with the concept of “water” (“sourceiyér”): Avon,
Ax, Amber, Humber, Ouse, Wear, Tyne, Don. Desacriptiames
like Blackwater, Blackburn, Freshwater are also icmm.
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