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ABSTRACT

Retronyms are linguistic units that arise from the need to
rename existing terms. Coined by Frank Mankiewicz and
popularized by William Saphir, retronyms have been
extensively studied in various languages. This article explores
retronyms in the Uzbek language, focusing on the neonyms
that prompted their emergence and the conflicts that arise
between them. The evolution of society is reflected in the
vocabulary of the Uzbek language, resulting in the creation of
retronyms. By examining different examples, we aim to
demonstrate the interconnection and conflict between these
elements within the realm of retronymy.

Keywords: Retronym, protonym, neonym, hyponym, hypernym,
opposition.

INTRODUCTION

The vocabulary of every language evolves and degelwver
time through a lengthy historical process. It ispassible to
conceive or learn a language without considerirgnfiuence of
people and society. All aspects and characterisfis®cietal life
are directly reflected in the words that comprisesgecific
language. With time, changes and phenomena ocguwithin
society give rise to new concepts that find theaywnto the
language's vocabulary, while some concepts may nbeco
obsolete. “Each national language possesses its smtnof
limited vocabulary and concepts that are univeysatiderstood.
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Without these fundamental elements, individualdhinitsociety
would struggle to express their opinions, regasile$ their
location, culture, technology, or economy. A langridhas the
ability to completely transform throughout its loist,

experiencing enrichment and impoverishment by gaginor

losing specialized vocabulary respectively. Howevernever
loses its foundational core. To lose this core wasignify a
decline in the language itself”. [1;16]

As society undergoes changes, new concepts eméiige &
language's vocabulary; however, these conceptsoti@lways
receive new names outright. This means that advaewce in
technology or scientific achievements often resint the
separation of existing words from these developmdaading to
the creation of retronyms within the language.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The term “retronym” was first coined by Frank Maakicz, then

president of US National Public Radio, in 1980. gined

popularity later through reporter William Safir®n Language”
article in the New York Times. Although initiallyssociated with
journalism, retronymy has also attracted attentiom linguists.

French philosopher Jacques Derrida introduced then t
"paleonymy."

Xidopoulos and Lazana's study on retronyms in G(26k4)
differentiates between protonyms, neonyms, andmgins as
components within the retronymic series. Maria Llmra
Zahonero and Monica Palmerini explore retronymsSpanish
and examine their synchronic and diachronic comglemantic
relationships through Spanish examples. Iso Sansiders
retronyms as a type of neologism in his articletiom subject
(2013). MarufjonYoldoshev discusses the intricatationship
between retronyms and neologisms specifically ibekz(2020),
suggesting] a separate approach to this issue dsssery. K.
Mkhitaryan's dissertation on retronyms in Engli&014) also
highlights their appearance as a type of palindraseording to
Epstein.
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In this article, we aim to provide insights intoeth
contradiction between retronymy in the Uzbek lamguand its
constituent parts.

RESEARCHMETHODOLOGY

This article uses methods of comparison, etymology,
classification and description, and semantic afalylswords.

ANALYSIS AND RESULTS

Retronyms are nouns that exist within a noun grotigvords.
The primary word, known as the protonym, belonggh®noun
group and sometimes represents an action. Thendets; also
referred to as the interpretant, forms both thengyeo and
retronym, which may belong to a different groupnvafrds.

The emergence of retronymy can be observed thrdugle
stages. In the first stage, there is only one proto that
represents a community without any divisions iryjpes. In the
second stage, a neonym is formed, creating a nee that
necessitates distinguishing it from the previoustgpe. Finally,
in the third stage, the preceding new type is reathand referred
to as a retronym.

It is important to note that retronyms appear dytime last
stage of retronymy. Their uniqueness lies in thot flaat all three
members (protonym, neonym, and retronym) are dgtiveed in
speech while maintaining their independent meanings

In certain cases, retronyms are perceived as altesand
equated with obsolete words. However, it is crumalnderstand
that these two phenomena are not equivalent. Tthedunction of
neologisms in our language may lead to some woedsrhing
obsolete and falling out of use. In such casesplith&ord ceases
to be used in speech completely.

In contrast, within retronymy, this phenomenon ist n
observed. The introduction of a neonym does notleerthe
original concept obsolete but instead leads toeitaming under
a different term. For instance, pagers were inttedushortly
before mobile phones became widely available. diti
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considered a neologism at its inception, pagersnteatly
vanished with the rise of mobile phones.

However, this disappearance did not result in cetepl
obsolescence for pagers or their name; insteadsried into a
historic term. The development of mobile phones diok
eliminate the previously used phones entirely lather gave
them a different name, such as home phone or by

telephone (in general)

— T

..... Mobile phone (new type)

telephone (in general)

landline or cell phone (new type)
wired telephone
(old type renamed)

Hence, the emergence of novelty in retronymy dassrender
the original word redundant, but rather promptsréaaming.
There is undoubtedly a semantic link among the aorapts of
the retronymic sequence. Protonyms encompass gagioubols,
while neonyms and retronyms incorporate distinciymbols to
differentiate themselves from each other, as wsll shared
symbols to associate with the protonym.

NimertisLazana characterizes this process as antaic
phenomenon, wherein both the new name and the aiden
function as taxa within a common classificationeThlationship
between elements within the retronymic series eXéap
hyponymy, whereby protonyms are elevated to thétustaf
hypernyms. Retronyms and neonyms, on the other, lzs@nde as
hyponyms. Protonyms, akin to hypernyms, possesstha!
distinguishing characteristics of hyponyms, andrdhmust be
discernible differentiating features among hyponyhesnselves.
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guitar (protonym as well as hyperonym)

acousticguitar electro guitar
(retronym as well as hyponym) (neonym as well ggohym)

The guitar is an ancient and extensively utilizegthged musical
instrument. While most guitars possess six strirthgre exist
variations with four, seven, ten or even more gginlnitially,
there was only one type of guitar. Electric guitaere invented
in 1931 and subsequently gained popularity amongg ja
musicians before ultimately becoming a pivotal nmstent in
pop music today. The advent of electric guitarsmpted the
rechristening of their predecessors as acousti@mguiAcoustic
guitar is a retronym coined after the introductioh electric
guitars.

Thus, the emergence of a retronym contributes ® th
enrichment of hyponymy. As illustrated by our poug
example, the term "guitar" encompasses various semeking it
a hypernym. Electric guitar and acoustic guitarrah@ommon
traits with guitars while also possessing distisbing
characteristics from each other. Consequently, thegtion as
hyponyms within the broader category of "guitar".

The presence of retronyms has an impact on tharblgy of
terms within a semantic analysis framework. As seerhe
previous example, "guitar" encompasses variousifest making
it a hypernym. Electric guitars and acoustic gsiteghare
common characteristics with the overarching termitéy," but
they also have distinct attributes that differeietidtnem from each
other. Thus, electric and acoustic guitars can besidered
hyponyms of the hypernym "guitar."

When examining retronyms, it is essential to cogsitheir
opposition to neonyms. Retronyms and neonyms stem fi
shared concept but possess conflicting charadtsrisvithin
themselves. These conflicts are evident through ubke of
determinants added to common nouns as nouns. Tim@nde
word in a neonym establishes its contrast withtr@ngm.



116 SADOQAT KHOLMONOVA

For instance, "color television" prompted the irsodun of
"black and white" in reference to earlier telewisgets. Although
both fall under the general concept (televisiohgirt definitions
contradict each other. This pattern can be obseitvedrious
examples:

* Natural grass vs. artificial grass

» Genuine leather vs. artificial leather
* Natural hair vs. artificial hair

e Natural nails vs. artificial nails

* Natural eyelash vs. artificial eyelash
» Natural flower vs. artificial flower

As Jalaluddin Rumi said: "The value of any objectrévealed
through its contrast.” It is impossible to describ@mething
without acknowledging its opposite. The emergenck o
"artificial" items led to the renaming of their ‘'oaal”
counterparts. This lack of contrast would render distinction
meaningless. The conflict between the two termdrinres to
the diversification within this context.

A similar pattern can be observed in retronymyueficed by
the word "online" and its opposite:

» Offline service vs. online service

» Offline learning vs. online learning

» Offline lesson vs. online lesson

» Offline meeting vs. online meeting

» Offline conference vs. online conference, and so on

Furthermore, terms associated with "usual, ordinaegular
appeared before those linked to "digital™:

» Conventional technology vs. digital technology
* Regular economy vs. digital economy

* Regular camera vs. digital camera

» Simple signature vs. digital signature

* Regular radio vs. digital radio
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In the study of retronymy, the connection betwestronyms and
neonyms is often reminded by the protonym. Thistclaetween
retronyms and neonyms can be observed at différeels.

1. At the lexical level, conflicts arise throughettuse of
antonyms. Retronyms are created by using lexicangms
before the protonym. For example, "organic ferilizis a
retronym compared to “"chemical fertilizer", "natura
language" is a retronym compared to "artificialdaage"”,
and "black and white TV" is a retronym compareddolor
TV". These conflicts at the lexical level are reatl through
antonyms that evaluate concepts positively or rmegjgt
The presence of a negative value, such as arcettifiower,
enhances the value of a positive concept, such lagng
flower. Similarly, the introduction of a positivemcept, like
color TV, devalues the previous concept of black amite
TV.

2. At the morphological level, conflicts arise dbgh affixal
antonyms. Retronymic series are formed with suffixe
expressing affirmation and negation. For exampsierit
film" is a retronym compared to "sound film", "wite
internet" is a retronym compared to "wireless inétt, and
"still water" can be seen as a retronym comparedther
types of water like sparkling or flavored water.this case,
conflicts arise between affixes rather than lexemelwverbs
indicate  confirmation-negation relationships betwee
retronyms and neonyms. However, contradictions hat t
morphological level are rare in our collected miaterfor
this scientific work.

When analyzing these contradictions in retronyrig important
to consider their evaluative nature. According twmse (2004),
evaluation is a complementary process to phenontased on
socio-cultural criteria, one of the conflicting tsis evaluated as
negative while the other is evaluated as positiva. example,
good-bad, beautiful-ugly. Anastasiadis-Simeonidi200()
emphasizes that a positive meaning arises througluse of a
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new name (neonym). The new name is seen as morermtn
the old one, which carries a certain negativity tugs age.

On one hand, consumers tend to prefer new prothectsuse
they offer novelty, modernity, and convenienced thare not
available before. This natural process of choodiregnew over
the old highlights the value of positivity in neony. Examples
of this can be seen in the preference for colorov®r black and
white TV, sound films over silent films, and autdioa
transmissions over manual transmissions. Similartyartphones
are favored over regular phones due to their adeleres and
capabilities.

On the other hand, we see that the new is not alpagitive.
In some cases, the appearance of a new thing sragbesitive
value in the old thing and serves to increasealger If we look at
the emergence of the retronymic series of the qurafe'flower".

Flower (protonym)

1. The part of angiosperms that serves for pdibna
consisting of an inflorescence, sepals, petalsnesta and
seeds.

2. Roses or plants planted for decoration or gngwiaturally;
smallpox. [2]

It is clear from the dictionary meaning of the wdlaver that it
is used as a botanical unit or colloquially as anpl Since
flowers originally meant only one concept, thereswaa need for
differentiation and there was no value system.

An analogue of flowers appeared after the developmwkart,
especially sculpture. That is, they began to makgcal flowers.
At first they were used as decorations in varicereimonies, then
artificial flowers were used in various demonstlas and
gradually became home decorations. Artificial flosvare made
from different materials (for example, fabric, plassilicone). The
appearance of this type of flower led to the apgreae of another
word in our speech: a natural flower.

Retronym Protonym Neonym
Natural flower flower Artificial flower
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In this series, the protonym has no meaning schéitieough
the neonym exists as a novelty, it has a negatieaning
compared to the retronym. So any news may not appiia a
positive assessment. As a result of the fact thamnew element
is not always better than the old one, there isssipility that the
positivity score is observed not with the neonymt tith the
retronym. We can also observe it in the followixgmples:

Retronym Protonym Neonym

(positive rating) (no rating) (negative score)
Live show performance phonogram
Genuine Leather leather artificial leather
natural hair hair artificial hair
marriage of the wedding same-sex marriage
opposite sex

In some cases, any part of the retronymic line matyhave an
evaluation scheme. Even if there is a conflict e the
retronym and the neonym, there is no positive ogatiee
evaluation relationship:

summer olympiad - winter olympiad
still water - carbonated water
surface transport - underground transport

The above analyzes are considered cases of semantic
classification of retronyms, and we analyzed thigswserving to
narrow down the meaning as contrast pairs, as agebased on
their evaluation characteristics.

CONCLUSION

This article has explored the concept of retronymthe Uzbek
language, providing an explanation of their appeega
components, and the role of neonyms in their dgveént. It
was established that the emergence of neologismsodiety
necessitates the renaming of pre-existing unitditey to the
formation of retronyms. Additionally, attention wgiven to the
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evaluation criteria used to distinguish betweenngets and
retronyms. Linguistics has extensively studied andlyzed the
phenomenon of neologism, however, there is stilEmwork to
be done in understanding retronyms as a relativedyw
phenomenon. The study of their structural and sémégatures,
as well as the principles governing their inclusiomlictionaries,
remains an important task for linguists.
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