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ABSTRACT

Periodic study of pronouns in the German language,
comparing their forms in ancient written monumeniith their
modern forms, is one of the main goals of our topicthe
article, the phonetic, semantic, lexical meaningsmber and
agreement categories of the reflexive pronoun aaddrms
and characteristics in ancient language monumerits,
function in the sentence were studied, comparedazradyzed
through examples. Changes in the historical devekm of
each language primarily affect its lexicon and Viegkary.We
focus on pronouns because despite constituting antiny
fraction of the available words in the English larage, they
are among the most frequently used (Pennebaker)2011
Furthermore, extensive research has establishetpttamouns
play a fundamental role in people’s everyday expeares.

Keywords: Phonetic, semantic, lexical meanings, number and
agreement categories of the reflexive pronoun, @arlanguage,
comparing their forms in ancient written monumentth their
modern forms.

INTRODUCTION

Changes in the historical development of each laggu
primarily affect its lexicon and vocabulary. Pelimdtudy of

pronouns in the Uzbek language, comparing theim$orin

ancient written monuments with their modern forrm®ne of the
main goals of our topic.
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It became clear from our research materials thatitiguist
separately analyzed the synonymy, homonymy and medioal
categories of personal, demonstrative, interrogatipersonal
pronouns in the ancient German language.

The development of pronouns in German dates badketo
ancient Germanic languages. The periodic changeSeirman
pronouns occupy a very important place in the hystf the
language. The evolution of German pronouns is mainl
associated with morphological and syntactic chandgdseir
periodic changes are observed in the period frooh @trman
(Erkenneuhochdeutsch) to modern language.

2. OLD GERMAN LANGUAGE PERIOD(ALTNIEDERDEUTSCH

Pronouns were used in a system of declension (frange).
During this period, the language had separate proforms for
each grammatical case.

Pronouns were used mainly in nominal and attrileutiv
functions. They were used only in syntactic contexchange
their function when combined with other words.

3. MIDDLE HIGH GERMAN PERIOD (MITTELHOCHDEUTSCH

Pronouns were widely used in the declension systermg this
period, but there were major morphological differescompared
to modern language. Pronouns differed in persongander and
had many grammatical forms.

Pronouns were expanded to perform nominal functibios
example, demonstrative pronouns (dieser, jenner)d an
interrogative pronouns (wer, was) clearly indicathdir place
and function.

4. BARLY NEW HIGH GERMAN PERIOD
(FRUHNEUHOCHDEUTSCH

Pronouns were used more to perform syntactic amdaisgc
functions. They lost only their morphological fornsit began to
perform many grammatical functions.
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Many forms (plural, person) and categories of pumsowere
simplified, and the grammatical system changednéuns lost
many forms and adapted to perform syntactic funestisimply
and clearly.

5. MODERNHIGH GERMAN PERIOD (NEUHOCHDEUTSCH

In modern times, pronouns have become morpholdgicalich
simpler. Pronouns distinguish grammatical forms niyaiby
person and plural, but other grammatical cases Hteame
much simpler.

In modern German, pronouns are used only for
demonstrative, interrogative, and multifunctioraés.

The pronoun system, the pronominal system, of tileLOw
German (Altniederdeutsch) period is very differemt its
morphological forms, because the declension (csygsiEm was
much more developed during this period. Below ialde of the
pronominal system used in the Altniederdeutschoperi

Old Low German (Altniederdeutsch) Pronoun System
(Pronomentabelle)

Pronoun NominatiyGenitiv| Dativ |Akkusativ
(Personalpronomen)

15 person ich (1) ik min mie mi

2" person du (you) du din dir di

3 person er (he-male) er sin him him
3“person sie (she-female) Si Sir ir ir

3 person es (it-neutra) it sin im im
(Demonstrativpronomen)

The/ This (this man) der deg dem der
that (that man) jener jenes  jenem jenen

Interrogative pronoun
(Interrogativpronomen)

who? wer wessen wem wen
what? was wessen wem was
(Possessivpronomen—

possessive pronouns)
Mein mine minnes minnem| minne
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Dein dine dinnes| dinnen| dinne
sein (erkak) sine sinnes sinnem sinne
ihr (ayol) sine sinnes| sinnem sinne

During the period of Old German (Altniederdeutschie
declension system of pronouns was more complicdted in
modern German. The historical development of prasoin
German is one of the most interesting and compteréts of the
history of the language. Pronouns are, first of waibrds that
replace words, denoting a person, thing or concapd, their
development reflects the general morphological apdtactic
changes of the language. In German, pronouns have g
through several main stages during the historicedcess,
changes in their forms, functions and use have ldpgd in
accordance with the simplification or complexitytbé language.
Changes in cases (nominative, genitive, dative,sato/e) were
widespread, and each pronoun had its own spedafimd. In
modern German, this system has been simplified:yntases
have disappeared or the same forms are used, fonpde, the
demonstrative form "der" is also used for pronouns.

The pronoun system of Old Middle German
(Altniederdeutsch (500-1050) reflects a period afchh more
advanced and complex grammar. Old German (Althasisdh)
is the language that formed the basis of modernm@erin
Germany. Pronouns during this period were morphoétly
very complex, as they had a system of declensiban@e by
case), and the grammatical case of each word wearlgl
expressed. The personal, interrogative, demonstratand
possessive pronouns were each expressed by separate
grammatical forms. Pronouns during this period weased on a
system of declension, and each case had its ovaifisgerms.

In the Mittelhochdeutsch (Middle German) period 1650-
1350), the morphology and declension system of quros were
further developed. During this period, pronounsengeclension
(change by case). The system of change was wides@nd
there were grammatical forms specific to the laggua
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Pronouns and declenson system: Pronouns were
distinguished by male, female and neuter gendesduiime,
feminine, neuter) and were used in the nominagesjtive,
dative, and accusative cases.

ich (I) — nominativemin (mine) — genitivemir (I)dativemich (me)
— accusative

Possessive pronouns. Pronouns were also used in the
possessive form, for example, "mines" (mine) oririds"
(yours).

Demonstrative and interrogative pronouns: In this period,
demonstrative pronouns (eg der, die, das) andragative
pronouns (egwer, was) were already in use, but the
declension system was much more complex than inemod
German.

MIDDLE HIGH GERMAN (MITTELHOCHDEUTSCH — 1050-
1350

The Middle High German (Mittelhochdeutsch) periedaiperiod
of great change and development of the German &geun
Germany. During this period, there were significahainges in
the use of pronouns and their grammatical forms.

Pronouns and the declension system: Although the
nominative, genitive, dative and accusative casté s
existed, grammatical forms began to simplify. Dgrithis
period, the declension forms of pronouns changed,same
forms began to resemble each other.

Personal pronouns (Personalpronomen) were used more
in the dative and accusative cases. For examptes tivere
forms such as ich (1), mir (1), mich (me).

Demonstrative and interrogative pronouns. Demonstrative
pronouns existed in forms such as der, die, dagr,jgene,
and these forms differed only in gender and case.
Interrogative pronouns (wer, was, wen) were usetraing

to declension.
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e Semantic expansion of pronouns. During this period,
pronouns took on more semantic functions. They wsed
to perform many functions, such as indicating, @Bgki
possessing, and expressing a specific personnay. thi

7. EARLY HIGH GERMAN (FRUHNEUHOCHDEUTSCH — 1350-
1650

During the Early High German (Frihneuhochdeutsehiog, the
syntactic and morphological system of the languageginued to
simplify. The use of pronouns also underwent a tgcksal of
change.

« Simplification of pronouns: Pronouns decreased in many
cases and forms. That is, the grammatical diffezenc
between many pronouns decreased and became muakrsim
compared to Middle High German.

Personal pronouns (ich, du, er, sie, es) lost nodnlyeir
forms and were reduced to a few. For example, ohmg
"ich" (I), "du" (you), "er" (he), "sie" (she), "eghe - neuter
gender) remain close to the present language.

e« Pronouns and syntactic changes. Pronouns began to
acquire syntactic functions. Unlike Middle High Gem,
pronouns began to perform not only nominal, buto als
syntactic functions. For example, pronouns sometiawed
as predicates (i.e., replacing verbs).

8. MODERNGERMAN (NEUHOCHDEUTSCH — 1650- PRESENT

During the Modern German (Neuhochdeutsch) peridte t
morphology and syntax of pronouns became extremely
simplified. The indication of grammatical cases dae much
more minimal, and pronouns were adapted to perforare
syntactic and semantic functions.

e Simplification of pronouns. Pronouns have lost many of
their grammatical forms. Demonstrative pronouns and
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interrogative pronouns have changed not only imfdput
also in contextual functions.

Personal pronouns still exist, but morphologicarades
remain minimal and in simplified forms. For exampieere
are forms such as "ich" (1), "du" (you), "er" (h@)hich have
remained almost unchanged in the declension system.

* New semantic functions of pronouns: In modern German,
pronouns have developed more semantically, somgtime
performing an adjectival function, and sometimeindpeised
to express direct and indirect predicates.

These examples show how pronouns change in OIld High
German, Middle High German, and Modern High German.
Below is a table of the oldest pronouns in Germaoh examples

of them. These pronouns are borrowed from Old Higtman
and at that time changed according to gender, nyrahd case.

Table of Old German pronouns

Old form | Present
Person (Proto- | tense offNominativAkkusativy Dativ |Genitiv

Germanic)| German
1st ek ich ek mik miz min
Person
2nd _ _ . . .
Persor 871 du 7] pik piz pin
3rd iz/sifit er/sieleg iz/slit |inak/s/italima/s/ita| is/si/is
Person
1st _ . _

Wiz wir wiz uns uns | unsar

Person
2nd . . . . L .
Persor juz ihr juz ink igkiz | igkar
3rd sijoz sie sijoz siljoz sijom | siljoz
Person | J ] | ]

Above is a periodic table of the changes in Germeommouns
from ancient times to the present day. The emphasth the
phonetic, morphological, and functional changegranouns in
each period.
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Analysis of phonetic and morphological changes

1. Personal pronouns:
¢ Proto-Germanic period: ek> ich; pa — du; this is due
to phonetic contractions and sound adaptations.
¢ Old and Middle High German: the formiz was divided
into three genders, creating the formser, sie, es.

¢ Modern High German: Pronouns were consolidated in

their grammatical system.
2. Plural formsof pronouns:
* Proto-Germanic period: Plural forms i@y juz, sijoz)
were simplified to the modern forms wir, ihr, sie.

* Middle High German: The declension system developed

and differences in conjugations were consolidated.

3. Conjugation forms: The conjugation system in Old High
German was complex. In modern German, most of disex
are clearly separated: Person Proto-Germanic fddodern
forms
e 1st singularek/mik/mizich/mich/mir
e 2nd singularp/pik/pizdu/dich/dir
« 3rd singulariz/giter/sie/es

a. Proto-Germanie~ Modern German:
ekdi — ichgehe (I go).
ptinemip— dunimmst (Youtake).
b. Middle German— Modern German:
ichsagedir— ichsagedir (I tellyou).
Wirsingenein Lied— wirsingenein Lied (Wesing a song).

The Nibelungenlied is an epic poem written in MaldHigh
German, written by an unknown author around 12Q@0is|
considered one of the most important works of Gerrfak
literature and uses many pronouns. Below are exsnpf
pronouns used in the work. These examples, takem fihe
original text of the work, show how pronouns werged in
Middle High German.
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Examples from the "Nibelungenlied"
Per sonal pronouns

Original Middle High German:

“chbindirholt, ichdiendir”

(I am loyal to you, | serve you.)

Modern German:

“Ichbindirtreu, ichdienedir.”

Analysis: This sentence uses personal pronounsasuicin
(D), dir (you). The pronoun “dir” is used in thetida case.

Demonstr ative pronouns

Original Middle High German:

“o diuvrouwenlobelichen”

(This woman is praise worthy.)

Modern German:

“o DieseFrauistlobenswert.”

Analysis: Here diuisan Old Middle High German
demonstrative pronoun, used in Modern German asdies

Possessive pronouns

Original Middle High German:

“sinmuotwasviledele”

(His heart was very noble.)

Modern German:

“Sein Mutwarsehredel.”

Analysis: sin is the form of sein (his) in MiddleigH
German. Here it shows possession.

Possessive pronouns

Original Middle High German:

“o0 ervluocsidazleben”

(Hegaveuphislife.)

Modern German:

“o ErverlorseinLeben.”

Analysis: In this sentence, siis used as a pos®essi
pronoun.

I nterrogative pronouns

Original Middle High German:
“o weristderdegene?”
(Who is this person?)
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* Modern German:
“0 WeristdiesePerson?”

e Analysis: The interrogative pronoun Wer (who) i®dis
in the same form both in ancient times and in tesent.

Sources and pages of the "Nibelungenlied"

Complete manuscript forms of the work are presermedarious

libraries in Germany (e.g. the St. Gallen manusgrip

* Printededitions:

“o DasNibelungenlied", edited by Lachmann (19thtagy.
“o A scholarly publication edited by R. G. HaileO¢h
century).

e Summary: Although German pronouns had a complex for
in ancient times, over time they were shorteneapkfied
and took on their present form. The division ofmons by
gender, number and case developed, which laid the
foundation for a clear grammatical system of thenm
language.

Explanation with examples

« 1% person singular:
Old form: ekg (I go.)
Current form: Ichgehe.

« 2"person singular:
Old form: fasias (You read.)
Current form: Duliest.

« 3“person singular:
Old form: iznemip (Hetakes.)
Current form: Ernimmt.

« 1% person plural:
Old form: wizhabum (Wego.)
Current form: Wirhaben.

« 2"person plural:
Old form: jazslahiz (Youspeak.)
Current form: Ihrsprecht.

« 3“person plural:
Old form: sipzgivabum (Theygive.)
Current form: Siegeben.



882 AZIMOVA ZUHRO ISMATILLOYEVNA

Analysis and development process

1. Phonetic changes: Overtime, sound changes have led to the
shortening and simplification of old forms.

Changes such as o ekich, pi — du.

2. Grammatical indicators. Although the conjugation patterns
in Old High German were excessively complex, sorhe o
them have been lost in Modern German.

3. Gender and number indication: Although the gender
indication in old forms was not sufficiently cleathis
function is better developed in Modern German.

9. CONCLUSION

The evolution of pronouns in German reflects thenglex
processes of the history of the language. In OttiMddle High
German, pronouns were morphologically quite ricithva wide
range of forms and case systems. However, over, time
simplification of the language, syntactic and seficachanges
simplified the morphology of pronouns and allowdtrh to
acquire new functions. In modern German, pPronourist e
mainly in the personal and plural forms and are edimat
performing syntactic and semantic functions.

The historical development of pronouns in Germaruitles
the processes of morphological simplification aremantic
expansion. The complex declension system in OldKBgrman
has become simpler in modern language, and mamysftiave
disappeared. However, the semantic role of pronbaesecome
even stronger, since they began to play an impomale in
performing the syntactic and pragmatic functions tbie
language. The historical development of pronoungsérman
shows that the evolution of the language is talptage in the
direction of simplification and functional enrichnte
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