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ABSTRACT

This article explores forensic linguistics, a discipline
examining the relationship between language and law. The
primary methods of forensic linguistic analysis are reviewed,
including text analysis, speech acts, and the application of
linguistic data for legal purposes. Special attention is given to
the practical applications of these methods in legal defense,
such as identifying text manipulations, determining document
authorship, and assessing the credibility of statements. The
text also discusses the role of a forensic linguist in legal
disputes and judicial procedures.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Forensic linguistics, as a discipline that studeyuage within
the legal context, has gained relevance due tonted for
accurate and scientifically sound analysis of emittand oral
evidence. It emerged to meet the need to analyte aad speech
to determine truthfulness or identify distortionghe primary
tasks of forensic linguistics include establishiagthorship,
analyzing linguistic  features, and detecting pdssib
manipulations, making it an integral part of thgaesystem.
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2. BACKGROUND

The roots of forensic linguistics go deep into History of law,
where there was a need for interpreting texts atdbéshing
authorship. In the 19th and 20th centuries, withdbvelopment
of structural linguistics and semantics by scholatsh as
Ferdinand de Saussure and Nikolai Trubetzkoy [],n&thods
began to form and were subsequently applied td esgds.

In the early and mid-20th century, foundational kvan
psycholinguistics by scholars such as L.S. VygatgkyR. Luria,
and A. N. Leontiev [2, 272] contribute to understiaig the
influence of psychological factors on language eption. The
research of Charles Morris and John Austin [2, 280}, also
deepened the understanding of language in legaéxisrthrough
speech act analysis, forming the basis of modednatealysis in
legal cases.

According to K. I. Brinyov [3, 6], forensic linguiss
appeared in the early 1990s, encompassing thesaution of
law and language. Renowned linguistic expert ABBlranov [4,
10-11], distinguishes between the terms "jurisliaics" and
"legal linguistics" depending on context, undergmpr the
significance of linguistic expertise for intelleatu property
protection and other legal domains.

Forensic linguistics emerged as an independerd fielthe
1970s and 1980s. Experts began developing metlowdsuthor
identification, authenticity analysis, and manipaa detection
in texts. Achievements include voice recording wsial which
allows for more precise participant identificationconversations
and even emotional state assessment.

Forensic linguistics combines knowledge from lirgigss,
law, psychology, and forensics. Modern text analysiethods,
such as semantic, syntactic, lexical, and pragnsetatysis, have
become essential tools in legal practice. Thes&adstallow for
the identification of information distortions, falsestimonies,
and copyright infringements.

Currently, forensic linguistics is developing in hdkistan
with the integration of international experiencealdhe creation
of educational programs. Uzbek researchers aineteldp and



720 KAMALKHODJAEVA SAIDA SAIDAKHMADOVNA

adapt modern methods despite limited resourcesndera of
Uzbek forensic linguistics include Professor Sh. . Kh
Shakhabiddinova and others [5, 3-5], with doctoeslearch by
E. E. Kurbanova [6], Kh. I. Ismoilova [7], and K..A
Muydinurrent [8].

Currently, the main methods and techniques of fcen
linguistic analysis include:

2.1.Lexical analysis

Below are several examples of lexical analysis odghin
forensic linguistics and their application in eating style and
establishing authorship:

1. Frequency analysis of words and expressions. This
method is used in cases of anonymous letters sent t
company management, where specific vocabulary
preferences (e.g., frequent use of certain wordgl an
structures) may be detected. Analysis can reveal th
consistency of these characteristics with othemkntexts of
a potential author, serving as crucial evidence.

2. ldiom and set expression analysis. This technique is
applied in defamation cases during text examinatiarhere
certain idioms, specific to the region where thspget may
live, are present. This method narrows down theleciof
suspects and helps confirm and identify the aubhartext.

3. Professional vocabulary analysis: This method is applied in
cases of disputed authorship of a scientific asticvhere
lexical analysis can reveal extensive use of sjecif
terminology consistent with the respondent’s styléis
approach helps to establish that a particular iddad is
indeed the true author of the scientific article.

4. Comparative analysis with reference texts. In cases
involving forged letters, handwriting and style gd@s from
the suspect are analyzed and compared with the téxhe
letters. Matching grammatical errors and specificapes can
serve as evidence for the authorship of the suspect

5. Coallocation analysis: This technique is useful in plagiarism
cases, where unique word combinations that fredqquent
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appear in the suspect’'s work are detected, allowiagcourt
to establish significant similarity with the cortied text.

6. Formal and stylistic markers: Used in cases of email
threats, where punctuation and capitalization pagteare
examined. ldentifying similar mistakes in other dm&om
the suspect aids in establishing authorship.

2.2.Semantic analysis

In legal cases concerning contract interpretatioisputed
phrases are analyzed for their various meaningsnaStc
analysis reveals whether specific terms might ingolyattempt

by one party to manipulate contract conditionsyiplg a critical
role in judicial rulings.

Here are the main methods and technigques of sewnanti

analysis in forensic linguistics:

1. Lexical meaning analysis. This examines the meanings of
words and phrases, highlighting specific meanigs arise
in context. For example, in cases involving ambiguterms,
lexical analysis helps narrow interpretations bysidering
the context or specialized legal language.

2. Connotative meaning analysis: This evaluates the emotions
and associations triggered by words or phrasesekample,
offensive expressions in a text may alter its pgioa and
serve as evidence of aggressive intentions.

3. Semantic field study: Examines how words and phrases are
connected, forming meaning clusters. This apprdaelps
identify associations between terms and understand
predominant themes in the text, which can aid ial#shing
the author’s motives.

4. Presupposition and implication analysis: This assesses
hidden assumptions that readers may unconscioosgpaas
true. In legal practice, it is crucial for detegfinttempts to
manipulate audience opinion through insinuations or
omissions.

5. Contextual meaning analysis. This considers how meaning
changes depending on context. In legal practidée,niethod



722

KAMALKHODJAEVA SAIDA SAIDAKHMADOVNA

clarifies whether the text has alternative intetagiens based
on situation and audience.

Here are some examples of the application of this
method in judicial practice:

a. Threat analyss: In threat analysis, courts may consider
the connotations and subtexts identified by an expe
determining if a phrase was intended as a threat. F
instance, “I'll find you” may carry different meargs
depending on context and prior interactions.

b. Defamation case: In defamation disputes, semantic
analysis distinguishes between direct and indirenilts,
which is crucial for determining intent and assegshe
severity of violations.

2.3.9yntactic analysis

Syntactic analysis in forensic linguistics is usd examine
sentence structure and identify unique stylistiatdees of an
author, aiding in authorship attribution, intenémdification, and
understanding the communicative context.

Examples of using parsing methods:

Identification of syntactic patterns: In analyzing
anonymous messages, forensic linguists often sefch
specific syntactic structures, such as typical esecd
constructions, passive voice usage, or a preferdoce
complex constructions.

Sentence length and structure analysiss Some cases
consider average sentence length and typical Symfacms,
such as nested clauses or question structures.
Comparison of subordinate clause types. Use of certain
types of subordinate clauses (conditional, causal) can
also serve as indicators of authorship.

Analysis of sentence connectives. Syntactic analysis also
examines the use of connectives like “becausegrétore,”
and “nevertheless.” These features may indicatéural)
educational, or professional influences. In pldgiarcases,
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for instance, the presence of specific sentenceemives
can help linguists identify text linked to one bétaccused.

5. Analysis of inversions and elliptical constructions: The
use of inversions (word order rearrangement) dptalhl
constructions (omission of words understood fromiext) is
also an individual stylistic feature. In hypothetidorgery
cases, syntactic analysis can detect characteiistrsions,
pointing to a specific suspect.

2.4.Phonetic analysis
Phonetic analysis in forensic linguistics is applieo voice
recordings to identify the speaker, assess emdtistaze, and
detect accents and dialect features that can sasverucial
evidence in court.

The main methods and techniques of phonetic asalysi

1. Acoustic characteristics analysis: This involves examining
parameters like fundamental frequency, timbre, mmytand
pauses in speech. These characteristics are offgueuto
each individual and help identify the speaker.iRstance, in
a fraud case, experts might use fundamental fraguen
analysis to confirm voice matches.

2. Speech spectrogram: A spectrogram visually represents
voice oscillations and helps highlight unique aspex the
sound  spectrum, facilitating voice  comparison.
Spectrographic analysis can reveal similaritiesvben the
suspect's voice and a voice on a recording congithireats,
insults, etc.

3. Accent and dialect analysis: Accents and dialects serve as
indicators of the speaker's geographic or cultbaakground.
In cases of extortion, analyzing regional accengdpsh
identify the speaker and narrow down suspects gpegific
ethnic group.

4. Emotional state identification: This involves detecting
emotions such as anger, excitement, or fear basqultch,
volume, and voice timbre. These characteristicscaid
whether threats were made intentionally or undesgure. In
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court, this analysis helps verify sincerity or assthe level
of threat.

5. Voice comparison using biometric analysis: This is used
for precise comparison of a suspect's voice wittonged
samples. In cases of terrorism or extortion, vdicenetrics
serve as a powerful identification tool, enablinccwate
identification of speakers even if recordings wenade
under conditions that distort sound.

Examples of application in legal practice:

a. Extortion cases: Phonetic analysis of an extortionist's
voice recording can reveal accent characteristicg t
match the phonetic features of a possible suspduth
becomes a critical piece of evidence.

b. Phone threats. Using spectrograms allows an expert to
confirm that a recorded voice belongs to the dedahd
despite attempts to alter pitch.

2.5.Pragmatic analysis

Pragmatic analysis in forensic linguistics is usee@xamine the
author’s intentions and the context of statementss method
helps determine the author’s intended meaning,ctgtetential
manipulations, or uncover hidden motives. This bardecisive
in legal cases where language may carry multiplammgs or
contain implicit messages (implicitness).

The main methods and techniques of pragmatic aealys

1. Speech act analysis: This involves examining statements in
terms of functionality, such as intention (threaesjuests,
assertions, etc.). In defamation cases, pragmatitysis can
help classify the contested statement, determiifinigy is
more of an opinion than an assertion, which can iaid
exonerating the accused.

2. Implicature and implied meanings. This investigates
hidden and indirect meanings that are not explictated
but implied in context. In defamation cases, thisthod
allows experts to determine whether ambiguous plras
contain veiled threats directed at specific indinaks.
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3. Presupposition analysis. This focuses on assumptions
hidden in statements that the author believes arerglly
accepted. For example, using phrases like "everkooe/s"
in a legal context may indicate populism and maaipon of
public opinion.

4. Contextual analyss: This considers social, cultural, and
legal contexts in which the speech is deliveredhdtps
understand how the text or speech would be perddiye
people from the relevant community. In legal docome
cases, pragmatic analysis identifies possible amitiég or
manipulations.

5. Intentionality study: Pragmatic analysis helps determine
whether the author's intent was honest or manipelat
essential in cases of defamation or threats. lmeat case, an
expert may find that certain statements could berpneted
as threatening, even if they contain no expliacie#ts, as the
threats are implied in a veiled form.

Examples of application in legal practice:

a. Defamation cases: Pragmatic analysis can show that
certain statements could be interpreted as defayato
thereby substantiating accusations.

b. Hate speech or incitement cases: A forensic linguistics
expert can use pragmatic analysis to identify and
demonstrate whether statements contain explicit or
implicit calls for violence, despite their ambigwou
nature.

2.6.Discourse analysis

Discourse analysis in forensic linguistics invohaadying text
or speech within a broad social and cultural cdnteking into
account the communicative situation and the spsaker
intentions. This method helps to understand how téhé or
speech interacts with surrounding reality and hownay be
perceived by listeners or readers. In legal ingesins,
discourse analysis uncovers hidden meanings, natsrpthe
author’s intentions, and contextualizes messagdsnmnultiple
layers, which is essential in legal proceedings.
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The main methods and techniques of discursive aisalg

forensic linguistics:

1.

Contextual analysis. This considers how a text or speech is
perceived depending on the social, political, ottural
environment. For instance, analyzing comments ariako
media allows an expert to account for cultural etiéhces
and norms to interpret the intended meaning acelyrat
Genre and style analysis: This method examines text or
speech in terms of genre and style, which helps in
determining the formal characteristics and typicadctions
of the message. For example, in court, experts usaythis
method to explain the difference between politidatoric
and direct threats.
Actor and role analysis: This approach studies how the text
assigns roles to communication participants (evietim,
aggressor, neutral observer), helping to understtrel
intended impact of the speech on the recipientletyal
practice, this is used to determine whether thesrciHnt
sought to manipulate listeners’ perceptions.
Presuppositions and implicit meaning analysis. This
explores hidden assumptions and implied meanimgkedal
practice, it can uncover manipulations and covesdts. For
example, if a text contains phrases that inciteastwithout
stating them explicitly, discourse analysis carphiaterpret
these as indirect encouragement.
Intertextual analysis: This connects the text with other texts
that may influence it. In legal practice, it cad & analyzing
plagiarism, defamation, or the examination of pgzpwia
materials referencing prior statements.

Examples of application in legal practice:

a. In casesof extremist statements: In cases of incitement
of ethnic hatred, discourse analysis allows exptots
identify hidden calls for violence and manipulative
tactics targeting public opinion.

b. In cases concerning the legality of publication:
Experts analyzing an article with covert insulte ¢eelp
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the court assess whether the publication undermines
human dignity, guiding the judgment on the artgle’
legality.

These core methods help establish the legalityooftent and
facilitate the analysis of text in legal practice.

3. RESEARCHFINDINGS

Text analysis using forensic linguistic methodseads aspects
such as authorship, stylistic features, intentioasd hidden
meanings.

1. Lexical analysiss Each example above highlights the
importance of lexical analysis in forensic lingigst for
uncovering hidden meanings, assessing style, and
establishing authorship in various legal contexts.

2. Semantic analysis: In forensic linguistics, semantic analysis
explores meanings and structures within a textinerstand
how listeners or readers might interpret it, inahgdboth
explicit and implicit meanings. This approach halpgover
subtext, intentions, and possible manipulations. idt
especially useful in analyzing legal documentstirremies,
threats, and other speech acts where distinguistiregt
from indirect meanings is essential. Semantic amsly
provides in-depth understanding, exposing meanings
always immediately apparent, which aids the codlints
obtaining an objective view of the meanings aneritibns
within speech, helping to establish the legitimaoy
participants' actions.

3. Syntactic analysis. As demonstrated by the examples,
syntactic analysis refines the understanding desind the
author’s intentions, identifying unique linguispatterns that
are valuable in cases of defamation, threats, squlesgh, and
other legal issues.

4. Phonetic analysis. Phonetic analysis of voice recordings is
an important tool in forensic linguistics for idéying
unique vocal characteristics, determining emotiosiate,
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and analyzing accents, providing crucial evidemceamplex
court cases.

5. Pragmatic analysis. This analysis in forensic linguistics
offers valuable insights into the author's intentoand
uncovers implicit meanings, ambiguities, and

presuppositions that can influence text or speech

interpretation. This method is indispensable inesaghere
precise language interpretation is necessary forjudicial
decisions.

6. Discourse analysis. Discourse analysis allows for in-depth
examination of texts, taking into account their tiyered
context to identify hidden motives and manipulasioihis
method is essential in forensic linguistics whemlegating
speech data where not only the words matter, taat e
context in which they are used and their impact tio@
audience.

These key methods establish content legitimacy facditate
text analysis in legal practice.

4. CONCLUSION

Forensic linguistics is actively developing intaronally,
becoming increasingly valuable in criminal and lcbases. In the
U.S., forensic linguists analyze anonymous threaseech
discrimination, and texts related to defamationthwmany
universities offering courses in forensic linguistito prepare
specialists for practical needs. In the UK, thecigitne has
expanded significantly, particularly in cases i terrorist
threats and political crimes. Forensic linguistskvoosely with
law enforcement, providing expert evaluations ofias types
of speech evidence. In Russia, forensic linguisticsised to
address questions related to text authorship, sisaty extremist
materials, and expert evaluation of texts for mient to hatred.

These examples highlight the range of forensiculiistics
applications and its importance in global practice.

In Uzbekistan, forensic linguistics is just begimpi to
emerge as a distinct discipline. With the developnad the legal
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system and increasing interest in applying lingaiianalysis in
court cases, forensic linguistics in Uzbekistan babstantial
potential for growth and could contribute signifitlg to
enhancing legal practice.
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