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ABSTRACT

This article is devoted to the question of the iorigf the
riddle. It presents information on the linguistieatures of
riddles and their place in English and Uzbek lirgjigs.
Essential groups of riddles are suggested accordmgheir
structure of them. Furthermore, the level of stuamyd a
comparative analysis is based on productive lingdactic
analysis, and they are substantiated by the examplée
possibility of using riddles in the educational pess for the
development of students' communicative competeixigisle
to overcome bored omin students and motivate tleensé a
foreign language. A comparative method is usedaiatrast
two non-related languages, and their similaritiesnda
differences are identified.
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INTRODUCTION

The riddle has a much longer oral and written Inystban many
other genres.Different types ofriddles have continued to
interest people from one era to the next, becahsg are a
voyage into thainknown Annikki 2). They are an invitation to
go on an adventure that can either result in jayghter, and
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satisfaction at finding the correct solution or rslea and
annoyance at being misled.

Considerable work has been done on the study dfesd
in world linguistics, significant progress has beeade in the
poetics and pragmatics of the riddle genre. In iQaer,
special attention is paid to the specific featwesddles, the
principles of expressing reality through metaphairigpeech,
the classification of riddles, their structural-sertic nature,
and artistry. However, the study of the historytiad origin of
the tradition of riddle-telling, life-household fations,
historical foundations, and artistic evolution ofddies
remains one of the urgent tasks of linguistics.

Riddling is an exchange of words in which people ar
deliberately misled because the “right” answer amstimes
completely unexpected. Seemingly fulfilling theteria in the
riddle question does not necessarily yield the geieshe
pleasure of a correct answer. In the riddling gawi#) rules
from random analogy, arriving at the right answ&rmost
often arbitrary (Ageeva 2003: 4).

Riddles have been described in many ways,and their
definition depends on their elements, sometimekeadparts.”
Let's start with a working definition that says fddle is a
traditional fixed-form verbal expression consistioigtwo parts,
animage,and are sponse and anapparent contradiction

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The right riddle tradition began to wane in theVéastorld in the
early 1960s. In Finland, it was observed that addiontinued to
thrive in children’s tradition. It was time for esrchers to shift
their gaze away from anagrarian tour ban cultaréheé towns and
children’s playgrounds (Ageeva 2003: 3).

One of the most active researcher-collectors wak Ul
Lipponen,who in 1987-2003 published five annotateliections
containing a total of 3250 riddles.The walls betwgenres have
tumbled down: the present-day jest is cast in thenfof a
question and the answer often comes closer to & jon to a
riddle (Ageeva 2003).
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The first eight Finnish riddles were published i#9bwhen
Eskil Petraeus (1593-1657), Bishop of Turku, uskdnt as
exemplary phrases in his Finnish grammar (Linguae
Finnicaebrevisinstitutio). Christfrid Ganander (174790),
whow as a priest and an enthusiastic folklore ctidle compiled
and published the riddle anthology Aenigmata Feainit783. It
contained 378 genuine folk riddles.

The definition of a riddle according to Ushakov 12Dis “an
allegorical image in a short formula of an objecphenomenon
that needs to be guessed; an expression that reedse
unraveled (Ushakov 2014: 147). The word “riddleffiappears
in Old Russian writings from the middle of the™i&ntury, such
as 1649's Memory of the Governor of Verkhotursk Raf
Vsevolzhsky (Govorkova 2004: 5). The riddle is coomplace;
you can find it practically in every kind of culeuand on every
continent.There has been a riddle for many cergurand,
according to A. B. Krivenko, it “is the oldest forof verbal
creativity” (Krivenko 1999: 133). This is related the fact that
the riddle involves a dialogue (between a riddied a guesser),
which traditionally comes before the monologue,cading to
the author.

A. E. Kitikov (1971), N. A. Lavonen (1977), A. Sefi
(1965), I. O. Sharakshinova (1981) have establishedssue of
the connection of the traditions related to thdinglof riddles
with the lifestyle, worldview, customs, and prinleip of artistic
perception of reality of each nation. The genremaand artistic
evolution of riddles have been studied in Turkishikibre
studies. The collection and scientific researchUabek folk
riddles is related to the work of folklorist Z. Bhinova (1967).
In 1967, the scientist who defended her candid#tesis on the
main characteristics of Uzbek folk riddles madeuadbmental
study of the genrenature and artistic features iddles and
created the first classification of riddles (Husaia 1967: 26).
Based on the consistent collection of riddles durfolklore
expeditions, he published the most complete satdfes with a
preface and comments in the multi-volume series
“Uzbekfolkart.” Also, M. N. Saitbaeva (1984), J. Khbdullaev
(1994), M. Saparniyazova (2005) defended their ickate's



60 ABDUJJABBOROVA SHOHISTA ADILJANOVNA

thesis on the research of lexical-semantic andastintproperties
of riddles.

It is known that the riddle is one of the ancieenhiges of
Uzbek folklore, and in Mahmud Koshgari's work
“Devonulug'otitturk” the term “tabuzug” and the cbimation
“tabuzug'tabuzdim” of the term riddle, which meénasked him
a riddle”, indicate that the tradition of tellingldles was widely
developed as early as the™daentury (Mahmoud 1960: 429).
Folklore materials in written sources of the 13#f-enturies
show that the collection and popularization of kddbegan in
the Middle Ages.

The famous scientist H. Zarifov, who analyzed taetence
“Kamugsews coats together,wears clothes, but remaaked”
(Nasiruddin 1990: 118) from Nasiruddin BurhanudRabguzi's
work ‘The Story of Rabguzi,” believes that he hasirfd the
riddle” He sews coats for everyone, he remains diakewhich
the answer is “needle” (Zarifov 1976: 91). In owirgon, the
sentence from this source, “when a lamp burnsft#ebives
light to others” is actually a reflection of theddie about the
lamp turned into wisdom.

Real riddles have two parts, one of which servesaas
question and the other as an answer. Such a dafirof riddle
elements gives the impression of being incredibisaight
forward, but this appearance of simplicity is ddnep The term
designating or defining each component of the edd® not
without controversy, according to the history aldliere search.
Despite playing a keyrole in the puzzling situatitre “answer”
was long ignored in the analysis. True, Antti Adrad, in 1917,
already stressed that the answer exists beforenthge and
provides the basis for it. He said that “the ansisesomething
real...” (Aarne 1917: 8). Different elements, golmga variety of
names, have been sought and specified for the tiqnégart.
This definition concentrates on the image elemeatabse
riddles were for a long time studied as texts, loeking the
context and the other vital element: the answer.

Rhetorical devices like riddles have been used Hows
children the world from perspectives that are ofliez hidden
from them since the dawn of time. Riddles taughtoudook at



RIDDLESIN ENGLISH AND UZBEK LINGUISTICS 61

the root,” to recognize how everything is connectat to look
for similarities and differences between seeminglyrelated
things. In riddles, the world is poeticized, made seem
extraordinary and amazing, and given a soul thaajgable of
feeling, acting, and speaking like a person.

RESULTS

A riddle serves as a logical exercise that teagbasto evaluate,
highlight key elements, contrast them, come torecksion, and
test your understanding. It represents the existamd way of
life of our ancestors as a piece of oral folkarintroduces kids
to the world of artistic images as well as diffdrespeech
constructions and ways of using their native laggui express
themselves. Additionally, due to the structure iofidles, it is
theoretically possible to group them according twhthey
should be solved and how they should be used. dhawing
groups can be distinguished:

1. riddles-descriptions, in which a simple set of sigand
actions characteristic of the hidden object aremiv

riddles containing a key feature that is uniquénts object;
riddles in which the description is given througigation;
riddles, the text of which contains various kindi€laes;
riddles, the content of which does not bear a tiralication
of the hidden object (riddles built using compansoand
metaphors);

6. riddles that reflect the change in the hidden dljeertime;
7. riddles with several answers;

8. riddles-jokes;
9
1

arwN

. riddles-tasks;
0. drawings-riddles,etc.

Let's focus on the first set of puzzles in greatetail. One of the
key components of the work on the development dfegent
speech is teaching the compilation and analysidestriptions,
and teaching kids to create and solve riddles regua certain
level of formation of the necessary skills. A sfiecécheme is
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established at the core of the description, whintsdo fully and

accurately describe a specific object or phenomenba task of
isolating and organizing the description elemen¢s@nted in the
riddle is typically easier for kids who are familiaith the logic

of describing animals, plants, objects of inanimeture, and the
man-made world.

Riddles are always met in daily life, and it is @us that we
meet the min our social life. People engage indlagivities as
away to unwind during their free time. Sometimesype just do
them for fun. According to the Longman Dictionary the
English language, a “riddle” (as a noun) is “defirses a question,
problem, or contrivance designed for testing inggnu
(*Longman Dictionary of American English” 2009: 120

Clearly, puzzle games are fun. Therefore, people ar
passionate about that work, and these days aretaligke a
position of increasing importance. We can concltidg puzzle
games as are creational activity are designedstartgenuity, but
are done in a relaxed way. Only a few books spedifi discuss
riddle plays, so the researcher also uses plays lmooks as the
literature for riddle plays. Riddle plays can bedisvith students
of any age, linguisticability, and educational bgrdund. There
are countless riddle games that can be used wharhitg
language, especially when teaching vocabulary. Wewesome
riddle plays are better suited for particular stide and
immediately improve a classroom environment. F&s tkason,
teachers should only choose the best and most @y riddle
plays for their students in order to ensure thecasg of their
instruction.

Playing crossword riddles is a great way to teamtafbulary
because it adds so much to the teaching-learningeps. It
contributes to the student's comprehension of theshf
vocabulary taken from the passage they are learnihgst
prominently highlighted are the elements of meaniagd
spelling. During crossword riddle play, the studeaite intended
to receive instruction in these two areas. Theméleiplay helps
students understand the new vocabulary they haredd from
the passage they are studying, just like cross-wildle play
does for words. The emphasis is on the studenpacis to
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master the concepts of meaning and spelling. Thigyab apply
them to both spoken and written English is antigdaby the
students.

The use of riddles as a teaching tool helps stedeatn new
vocabulary, grammatical structures, and forms, &l as
improve their speaking and listening abilitiesddles serve as a
valuable tool for teachers because they help stad&arn
complex issues in language acquisition.

Learning vocabulary effectively is closely bound with a
teacher’s understanding, and a learner's perceptibnthe
difficulties of words. The difficulty of a word magesult from
the relations it can be seen to contract with otthands, either in
the native or target language, whether it is ledupeductively
or receptively; as well as from its polysemy, tesaiations it
creates, its pronounce ability, whether it lendslftto key-word
teaching techniques and, in the case of advan@eddes, from
the nature of the context in which it is encourdeiEhe kinds of
interplay between these and other complex factarmat be
adequately explored here (Yusrah 2019: 4).

Riddles have a lot of potential for expanding vadaty. The
topics that makeup riddles vary. The topic of raddreflects a
person’s life and the world around him, includingr& and
fauna, natural phenomena, labor-intensive objelety life, and
more. The subjects and the content of riddles védely. The
same thing, phenomenon, or animal may be the dulgkc
multiple puzzles. For instance, in one wolf-relatéddle, the
topic is the animal’'s appearance; in another higspersonality;
in a third, it's his habitat, etc. Bringing synorg/eind antonyms
to them will also help them learn the meaning ofvngords,
which will help their vocabulary grow even further.

Grammar is taught using a functional and interactiv
approach as part of the communicative methodoldgis means
that grammatical phenomena are studied as waygpréssing
particular thoughts, relationships, and communieatntentions
rather than as “forms” and “structures” (Pavlovd@037). The
use of specific grammatical forms and structurespeech and
their consolidation can therefore be demonstratsdguriddle
material.
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The teacher’'s voice reading the riddle aloud inoeeifjn
language also helps students to improve theirniisgeabilities,
which are crucial for learning a foreign languagerticularly
when the learning is communication-focused. Riddilep with
rapid integration and enhance spoken language mé&neand
comprehension. Internal listening is the primaiyetyf listening.
Such mental processes as listening, attention,gnétbon of
linguistic  devices, their identification, comprekam,
anticipation, grouping, generalization, memory mét®, and
inference, that is, there construction of somedse’s thought
and an appropriate response to it, form the bdsikeointernal
mechanism of this type of speech activity (Tkaclenk
(Tkachenko 1984: 57). A response to what is heaypit@pared in
one’s inner speech as part of the listening prooshich goes
beyond merely receiving a message. In other wagsaking
becomes easier to master as a result of listening.

DisCuUsSION

According to Shipilina A. A in order to develop comnication
skills, it can be used the following types of rieldjames:

1. Students are divided into 2-4 groups. The fatdr (one of
the students) is given a picture of the subjectgliess what
iIs shown in the picture, each member of the grougtrask
atleast 3 questions in turn, the answers to whidtbe either
“yes” or “no”. The group that guesses the pictumg fvins.

2. The teacher gives brief information about thejesct that is
shown in the closed picture. He then asks studentssk
leading questions to find out more information abthe
item.

3. Students are divided into small groups (4-5 pEogEach
group receives a piece of paper with a list of olgje
(phenomena) for which they must come up with riddl@
turn, each group voices one of its riddles to #ikeo groups.
The group that solves the riddles more than thewes.

4. Students are also divided into small groups.hEgmoup
receives a piece of paper with riddles alreadytemitin turn,
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each group voices one of its riddles to all otheugs. But
unlike the previous version of the task, the grodpsnot
voice the answer but write their expected answershe
board. After all the riddles are voiced, the chexkthe
answers written on the board begins. Instead ahgayhich

of the written options is correct or incorrect amssy all
groups must vote for the answer that they think is
appropriate, while giving reasons for the irresgon§he
group with the most correct options wins (Shipil2@L9:

Riddles are thus utilized in the classroom to tedudth
productive (speaking, reading, and interpretingnfra native
language into a foreign language) and receptivstefling,
interpreting from a foreign language into anatianduage)
speech activities.

Riddles can also be used in the classroom fortthay ©f the
lexical diversity of the English and Uzbek langusige
phraseological units, proverbs, and sayings. Asllastrative
material, “riddles conceived by proverbs” is aniopt(Ageeva
2003: 111). This form will be especially essengiatl interesting
for students who get acquainted with English celt?roverbs
reflect the collective experience of the ethnicugr@and embody
folk wisdom. Most proverbs have an edifying meaniaigd
notion: It takes me two weeks to digest food, hentagain, I'm
not noted for being fast. What am 1? Answer: A sl0his
species of animal is widespread mainly in Europsamtries or
overseas countries, and you can find it in thesméour country.
See ingitlive, you can see that it is a very sloawing animal
indeed. That is why this animal is called "yalgan' Uzbek
(Rahmatova 111).

The alphabet goes from A to Z but | go from Z to\What
am |? Answer: Azebra. TheUzbek alphabet does nginbsith
the letter A and ends with the letter Z, so it vk a little
challenging for students who have studied it tovesahis riddle.
Ultimately, they will be unable to do so and wilhtrbe able to
solve it. The Uzbek alphabet has letters startinth vo and
ending withN G, which does not match the riddle’s solution.
Due to this, it is imperative to provide a briefpianation in
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Uzbek when presenting the riddle, specifically regsy the
alphabet used to represent the language.

Aman says: ‘Brothers and sisters, have In onetHattman’s
father is my father’s son.” Whom is he pointing”affe speaker
is pointing to his son (https://www.fluentu.com/glo
english/riddles-in-english/).

These types of riddles are a bit more complex. Tivdly
really test your comprehensions kills. Infact, maiddles will
try to distract you with complicated sentence dtreee You have
to read carefully to make sure you have not miststded the
question. It might appear very confusing at filsit after taking
a second and reading the sentence carefully asahibe broken
down into parts. If you pay attention, you will liea the answer
is hidden in the question itself.

Another example is given below:

Mushtlab-mushtlaburarlar, They beat me with fists,
Munchagunohgilibman?! Have | sinned so much?
O‘tgasolibyoparlar, Setting fire they bake me,
Munchaosiybo‘libman?! Am | so rebellious?!
Munchamenixo'rlarlar, They despise me so mugh
Bilmam,nimagilibman? | don't know, what did |
Munchamenisevarlar, do?
Qandayshirinbo‘libman! They love me so much
Javob: Xamirvanon[14,p39 How sweet | am!

Answer: Dough and

bread

To show that “bread” is the most honored, supreymbsl of
hospitality and sanctity in the Uzbek people, iteaected in our
national heritage, which is called “tandir” sinagceent times, by
bakers making dough from flour products. Througis tiddle,
the language learner can study our national taditand master
the lexemes related to bread. It is understoodithtte process
of teaching a foreign language, the expected resultgoal will
be achieved faster if the lessons are taught nét in the
traditional way, focusing on grammatical topicst biso in an
unusual, communicative, and inductive way, inclgdion the
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basis of riddles. In the process of translating theabulary of
the learners increases rapidly and it is deeplyrdesl into the
memory.

CONCLUSION

The author’s interpretation of the study’s recomdsion is as
follows, in light of the aforementioned conclusion:

1.
2.

The genesis of riddles is extremely important fgiistics.

It is necessary to inculcate the concept of riddidhe minds
of every young generation because through them both
linguistic and extralinguistic aspects of the lange are
revealed, and it is possible to penetrate into rtadonal
culture and customs of the language’s owners.

Riddles can be used as a teaching tool to helgstscdidapt
new vocabulary, grammatical forms, and structusesell as
to enhance their speaking and listening abilities.

A good teaching strategy for language learnersngfligh is
the riddle.

Since the method affects how smoothly classroorivities
run, the choice of teaching methodology is crueiakn it
comes to teaching English.

Riddles are a great way for language learners iokiyu
expand their vocabulary as they translatethem fimme
language to another, and deeply embed them intoomeas
a result.
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