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ABSTRACT 
 

Linguistic landscaping (LL) is an intentional activity 
undertaken by actors in a specific sociocultural and political 
context for multitudes of purposes such as planning (Itagi & 
Singh 2002). This proposition implies that in multilingual 
contexts, LL can take the form of a top-down intervention 
towards manipulating languages in a space and bottom-up 
individual’s idiosyncratic use of languages towards particular 
positions and function(s). Schools are vulnerable to both and 
hence schoolscape offer glimpses of both the forms: the signs 
and notices placed in the school and pertaining to the school 
represent the top-down ideologies and language policy in 
action while the individual actors’ language(s) use and 
multimodal representations in the school space contribute 
towards their idiosyncratic purposes. In the second case, 
purposes could include language learning/language 
awareness/creative multilingual and multimodal expression 
and affirming/resisting/remaking identities. Hence any 
investigations of the schoolscape if restricted to a study of 
visible and long-term written signs in a specific sociolinguistic 
and cultural context restricts three other aspects: a) construes 
the etic view of LL without considering the existence of an 
intentionality of an emic response; b) strictures the presence of 
other non-represented languages in the school space; c) 
misrepresents and masks the deep multilingualism in the 
school and; d) annihilates the learners’ efforts and struggles 
to appropriate ones language capability to ones needs (even if 
it means to the schoolscape). I believe that investigating the 
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