INDIAN JOURNAL OF APPLIED LINGUISTICS
VOL. 37, NO. 1, JAN-JUN 2011

Error Types in the Approximate System of Arab
Students of English:
A Multiple Classificatory Taxonomy

MOUSA A. BTOOSH
Al-Hussein Bin Talal University, Jordan

ABSTRACT

This study aims at providing a comprehensive account of the types of
errors produced by Arab students of English as a second language
based on a multiple classificatory taxonomy developed for this
purpose. The corpus providing the database for the study consists of
three parts: (i) short tape-recorded interviews, (ii) translated
sentences and (iii) writing a one-page essay. The subjects of the
study, who were by then attending the Intensive English Language
Institutes (IELI) at the University of Texas at Arlington and
University of North Texas, belong to four Arab countries and, thus,
they represent different dialect, educational and socioeconomic
backgrounds.

Irrespective of the variations attributed to the dialect differences,
which are beyond the scope of the present paper, findings have shown
that: (i) intralingual errors are the most commonly occurring types,
(ii) lexico-semantic errors, which are mainly interlingual, contribute
substantially to the grand percentage of errors, representing (39.22
%) of all linguistic errors, and (iii) the majority of errors affect only
one item in the utterance, and thus, they never lead to
miscommunication between the sender and the receiver.
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1. INTRODUCTION & REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Research on second language acquisition has witnessed revolutionary
advancements since the publication of Fries’ book Teaching and
Learning English as a Foreign Language in 1945. Since then, various
views and theories have been proposed to account for the process of L2
acquisition in most languages all over the world. A close look at the
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