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ABSTRACT

Since Selinker’s (1972) historic invocation of language learning
strategies (LLS) and communication strategies (CS) as two distinct
processes involved in the development of interlanguage, it has
become customary in SLA literature to distinguish the strategies of
learning from the strategies of communication. It has been argued in
this article that since in learning a language one essentially learns to
communicate through it, there appears to be no need at all to view
these two constructs as different from each other. Through a brief
review of past research in learning strategies and communication
strategies and a comparison of their respective taxonomies, the
author has attempted to demonstrate the similarities between the so-
called “two” strategy types, which are different names given to the
same set of universal mental processes, subsumable within the two
megastrategies or mental processes postulated by the researcher,
namely simplification and elaboration. By presenting this two-
strategy, hierarchically organized taxonomy, the researcher aims to
address the problems of confusion and vagueness prevailing in
strategy literature at present.

COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES RESEARCH BACKGROUND:
IDENTIFICATION AND CLASSIFICATION

The notion of communication strategies originated in SLA research in
the early 70s with Selinker’s invocation of them as one of the five
central processes responsible for the development of interlanguage
(Selinker 1972). Since then CS came to be viewed as devices used by
L2 speakers as a result of a mismatch between their linguistic resources
and communicative intentions. Tarone published the first taxonomy of
CS in 1977, which listed avoidance, paraphrase, transfer, and appeal for
assistance and mime as some of the major categories. Canale and Swain
(1980) listed communication strategies as one of the components of
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